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Editor’s Preface

The People’s Bible Teachings is a series of books on all of the main doctrinal
teachings of the Bible.

Following the pattern set by The People’s Bible series, these books are written
especially for laypeople. Theo-ogical terms, when used, are explained in everyday
language so that people can understand them. The authors show how Christian
doctrine is drawn directly from clear passages of Scripture and then how those
doctrines apply to people’s faith and life. Most importantly, these books show how
every teaching of Scripture points to Christ, our only Savior.

The authors of The People’s Bible Teachings are parish pastors and professors who
have had years of experience teaching the Bible. They are men of scholarship and
practical insight.

We take this opportunity to express our gratitude to Professor Leroy Dobberstein of
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, Wisconsin, and Professor Thomas Nass of
Martin Luther College, New Ulm, Minnesota, for serving as consultants for this series.
Their insights and assistance have been invaluable.

We pray that the Lord will use these volumes to help his people grow in their faith,
knowledge, and understanding of his saving teachings, which he has revealed to us in
the Bible. To God alone be the glory.

Curtis A. Jahn
Series Editor



Introduction

The sign along the road reads: Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church, corner Pine St. and
2nd Ave. As you approach this corner, you see a large brick building identified by an
imposing tower with a cross on top. Clearly this building is the church to which the
sign directs.

The signboard in front of the church announces: Sunday School and Adult Bible
Study—9:00 a.m. Worship Service—10:15 a.m. James Smith, Pastor. WELCOME.

From this sign you conclude that Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church is more than the
building you see. People go to church here and do church work. A pastor serves the
people and works in the ministry of the church. Since the church calls itself Lutheran,
it must belong to a church body that is Lutheran.

A dictionary may list as many as nine different meanings for the word church. It
can mean a building, a place of worship, the service itself, a congregation, a
denomination, or all Christians taken together.

Our concern is to see what the Bible means when it speaks of the church. What
does the church do? What assignment has God given the church? Through whom does
the church carry out its assignment? We will direct our attention to these questions as
we look at the church, its mission, and its ministry.
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Part |
The Church
B BE

1. The Church: What do you mean?

1LE2: BRREMA?

When the Bible speaks about the church, it is talking about people. The word used
in the Greek (ékkAneio) means a gathering or meeting, or more literally, a group of
people who have been called out or brought together.

HELR BB K, ERAVN . XMAEMAIE L (Ekkinoia) T3
2 R, BRI e Y, e — B a9 — e AT,

The Bible speaks more particularly of the “church of God” (Acts 20:28; 1
Corinthians 1:2; and many other references). This is a group of people who belong to
God or have been gathered together by God. That is the church according to the Bible.

ELNHRAV M (AT 20: 28; AP AT 1. 2, LAWZ
HAhERr Ty  XE—HRT WA, B3 U2 g b RERKIA.
AR S F T 2B 2 T HS BRI < B B g Lo
The family of God
P

Who are the people whom God has brought together and calls his church? The
apostle Paul gives the answer: “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus”
(Galatians 3:26). All those who, through faith in the Lord Jesus, have become children
of God are the church of God. They are also called the “family of God” (1 Peter 4:17)
and the “family of believers” (Galatians 6:10). In fact, this family extends beyond the
people now living on earth. They are called the “whole family in heaven and on earth”
because God is their heavenly Father (Ephesians 3:15). The Lord Jesus also called the
members of this family his brothers and sisters (Matthew 12:50). He teaches them to
call God in heaven “Father” (Matthew 6:9).

W b BRAR R I B AR R R B B B /2 R AW ? (EAETR D & S 2
“ORATPME BB HR K, #R AL CInBR+: 3: 26) o Frfg HHAE F B HR 6k
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17) SE“E-E—F” OnkiRt 6: 100 o FL b, XA KB AU
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(H KM 12:50) o AR SAATIRRAE R BH) B s (B RMEH 6:9) .

The church—what a blessed family! What a privilege to be a member of this family;

to call the almighty God our Father, and to have Jesus as our brother! What a



privilege to have many, many brothers and sisters who have all been called together
by God into his family for time and for eternity!
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The temple of God
vidin) s

This church is not a building. Yet Scripture uses the very apt illustration of the
church as a building, a spirit-dal(spiritual) building. The apostle Paul assures the
Gentile believers that they too are “fellow citizens with God’s people,” (should be “,)
that is, with the Jewish believers, God’s chosen people in the Old Testament times.
They are all “members of God’s household.” Paul then goes on to describe the church
as a building. The church is “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with
Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined
together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being
built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit” (Ephesians 2:19-
22).

E Bl A NG . (H S RGO B R g —
Y, —MNERER . AERERD 74 H5 FECRUE A AT [R] 1H £y AL 77
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N &R a2, Wi Oy RSB RATT R A R A i
PR HRE R 5 R JEAERIBTAE” CRASB P15 2:19-22)

Picture this building to yourself and your part in it.

BB — T RADEFDEIRET UL E CAER PR AT,

Important to any building is its foundation, which must be firm and solid,
unshakable. The “apostles and prophets™ are the foundation on which the temple of
God is built. This refers not to them as human beings, but to the Word they wrote by
inspiration. The writings of the apostles and prophets, the Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments, are this foundation.

X FARA — AN EHVR Y, HIEA L B, BLBE e kE, ArEhE.
AEREMSE R R B AL, etz b, PREBRAG UG . X IFA R A AER 26
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Fis, A LA AE, AR A,

When Peter, in behalf of all the apostles, confessed, “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God,” Jesus said he would build his church on this rock, on the truth about
Christ which Peter had confessed. Even the gates of hades (hell) would not overcome
it (Matthew 16:16,18). There is and can be no other foundation: “For no one can lay
any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians
3:11). Accordingly, in this foundation Jesus Christ himself is the “chief cornerstone.”
He is the very center of the Holy Scriptures; they “testify about me,” Jesus said (John
5:39). Remove Christ Jesus from the Scriptures, and they become meaningless.

BRI EAERRARAEEEE, RKAEMBILT o HE R A ZE K Al
HodiEmR g o L, @EEREIAMERRTRBERRAZZ b BB
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On this foundation the church is built. People are brought to faith in Jesus. As
believers, and only as such, they become building stones that are built together on the
foundation. Each believer is another brick or building stone that forms part of “the
holy temple” as it rises on the foundation of the Christ-centered Word. By faith in the
Lord Jesus as your Savior, you became one of those building stones in this spiritual
building, the church.

e OV AARFENRIEZ B NREERERITA S 0. RARES LN
NARSL RS AR o A B — Ak, SEREEER, WK
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By calling the church the “holy temple in the Lord,” Paul designates the building he
has described as “a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.” When Old Testament
Israel was commanded to build the tabernacle and then the temple, God was present
there, in the Holy of Holies, the innermost part of the temple. In the New Testament,
Paul tells the believers in Corinth, “We are the temple of the living God” (2
Corinthians 6:16).

KA R« 0 26, DR %7 0 Al P 4t 1) S 0 470 L fsie< ek 1) R ) i
Fro PIHL R PLE S N @ity Ra i Em, EarstimBBE X0, Wt
e B I . B, REEFEMRZ HERE, <TRATE KRB
(FIMRZ 515 6:16) -

What a marvel the Lord is revealing to us! What a privileged position he is giving
all believers! We, together with the believers of all time, make up this spiritual
building in which God himself, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, dwells. This temple
of God, built up of all believers, is the church.

T 1A FRATT I ) S 22 KA TR Y At 25 P A 45 A FRD 2 0] 5 B AR AL B 4TI
AT, FRrAERRERE R, AR TN REERY, KX EwES, T
MERFJEAEF . INHITEEEARBHRIB, SEHE.

The Lord is the builder
FREEE

Like every building, this spiritual building, the church, has a builder. He is none
other than the Lord himself. Jesus told Peter, “I will build my church” (Matthew
16:18). The Bible tells us about the church that had been founded in Jerusalem on the
day of Pentecost: “And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being
saved” (Acts 2:47). Yes, it is the “church of God(Jl I~ ».) It is built by him and
belongs to him. How the Lord does this will be considered in a later chapter.

WE ARG, B E R R B — g, Mgt d. 3
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The body of Christ
EER S

Another expression the Bible uses in speaking of the church is “the body of Christ.”
This too shows how closely believers in the Lord Jesus are bound to one another and
to the Lord Jesus. Paul calls the church the “body” of him who is its head, the Lord
Jesus (Ephesians 1:22,23). He writes to the Romans, “In Christ we who are many
form one body, and each member belongs to all the others” (Romans 12:5). The
various members of the body need and serve one another with their differing gifts as
directed by the head. From Christ, the head, “the whole body . . . grows and builds
itself up in love, as each part does its work™ (Ephesians 4:16). How close we are to
one another in the church as members of the “body of Christ,” dependent on one
another and totally under the direction and control of our loving head, the Lord Jesus!
How we should love him and our fellow believers in this spiritual body!

IR, LN RS D EER BN SR, XBRY T E
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Known to God
LR BTAREY

The church is made up of those who, through faith in the Lord Jesus, have become
part of God’s family, the church. It consists of believers. But how can we know who
is a believer? Since we believe with the heart, we would have to look into another
person’s heart to know for certain if that person is a believer. That, however, is totally
beyond the ability of any human being, and to attempt to do so is presumptuous, like
playing God. We can look at the “outward appearance,” but only “the LORD looks at
the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). Faith in the heart is not for man to see, so only the Lord,
“knows those who are his” (2 Timothy 2:19).

oo R EefE FHRER A NZH B, ARATEO M K — 37 . Bl B REA AL,
B2 AT 5 A2 S 4E e 7 BEAR A2 A0 LR, B AFRATE M A A
B e MR R M 0. (B2, IRt T AREES), B
N EHUORRT, XILRTRADE Lwimea. AW E NK<srE, H
R« bam%s Ao MBEEGE L 16: 7) « ATREEIEL, HAEECNRIE
AN GREEK)S TS 2:19) .

Invisible but real
TIEHMEE R ESER

For this reason the church, consisting only of believers, can be called invisible. This
is not to say that the believers who make up the church are invisible. The faith-imrtheir



hearts, however, is invisible to us, so it is impossible for us human beings to gather
together into one outward church body all believers and exclude all hypocrites and
unbelievers. We, therefore, cannot identify the church of God with any one
denomination, because it extends into all denominations. There are, for example,
Lutherans, Catholics, Baptists, Presbyterians, Methodists, and Episcopalians who
believe in the Lord Jesus as the Savior from sin. Yet, the exact identity of each
remains unknown to us. In that sense the church of believers remains invisible to us.

e R B X AR, B T AR — B . X IFANZ Y4 Rl
BN TIER], RS DRETIER], B NIt ik H m—
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Nevertheless, the church is not a phantom, an invisible product of the imagination.
It consists of real people, who live and labor in this real world. We see them and live
and work with them. But only God knows who is truly a believer and a member of his
spiritual family. In the next chapter we will consider where and how God makes it
possible for us to find his church here on earth and be a part of it.

REWE, BEARNEREKRNTY, EAR—IMEARKEMR . ERH
FSERINA R, X N B SCAE XA EAE . TR, JRATRER WARAT,
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P — G BT —Fr, FATKS BB, DU Eag g i ik 3ATmr BLAE
XA R B R, HAE A — RSO AT RE .

Luther’ s description
BR AR R

In his Large Catechism Luther explains the words of the Apostles’ Creed,
“communion of saints.” In doing so, he gives a simple, clear description of the church.
He writes:

FERFI R Erh, BRAEXEAE(S & b By« AR 1 MERE . AthXS o iy
—ME HTE IR L, A B IE.

The Creed calls the holy Christian church a communion sanctorum, “a

communion of saints,” . . . To speak idiomatically, we ought to say “a

community of saints.” that is, a community composed only of saints, or, still

more clearly, “a holy community.” ...

(B PRI H 2> 72 a communion sanctorum, “E4EFEEY, tn 5 F fdi 1

WHTE, FRATA BB D 2EPERENIA”, B —A R B B0 R B

i, BEEEYIH GO — RS

This is the sum and substance of this phrase: | believe that there is on earth a

little holy flock or community of pure saints under one head, Christ. It is
called together by the Holy Spirit in one faith, mind and understanding.*

XA BN E TR ARG EA — /N U E Dy o i 4k
12tk BRIAA A RIRE RS O IR T 4 6 R HERTE— 2. 1



In the Smalcald Articles Luther says it simply: “Thank God, a seven-year-old child
knows what the church is, namely, holy believers and sheep who hear the voice of
their Shepherd.”?

TEHl By 085 2 B R A e i . B Ay, — AN B ME T RE A S
ettt WU, ERERM R HCE N E . 2

In contrast to the scriptural teaching confessed by Luther, Rome taught (and still
teaches) that the church was the visible body that was ruled by the pope, who claimed
to be the vicar of Christ. Thus, they claimed it was an outwardly visible body. Luther,
on the other hand, “believed” in the church. He knew it not by sight, but by faith.

AT ACGA R LS, PGS (ENEREET) #a R
SEHREHENARREIE, HEAREEERBIT. X, IPRE s 2 AMER]
TLHISEAR . PR R AR A BRGSO A RTERX AR R, 12
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One holy Christian and apostolic Church
—MEREFER. NS

The Nicene Creed describes the church as “one holy Christian and apostolic
Church.” One—even though we see many church bodies and congregations in the
world, there is only one church. This is the church the Bible speaks of as consisting of
all believers of all time. This is the church Jesus founded.

JEVEAG ¥ Bl il B — DA E R BB AE ) . e s — P ——
B A B2 HE M A, ARA N, B2 afEmE
AT A BN A, R R HRER LY .

This church is called holy, and the believers who make up the church are “saints.”
The apostle Paul writes to the “church of God in Corinth” as “those sanctified in
Christ Jesus and called to be holy” (1 Corinthians 1:2). Through faith in the Lord
Jesus, they have become saints—holy. Their sins have all been removed. “Christ
loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the
washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant
church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish” (Ephesians 5:25-27). As a
believer you are a saint, not because of anything you have done, but because the Lord
Jesus has made you a saint by cleansing you of all sin through his life, death, and
resurrection.

KBRS TG, B BEEA TR 8. AR P E S 45 F)
MM B2 M5 h X b S e R B AR R Bl 2, SRAE RN (R Z
AT 1:2) o AR EERER LSO, AT B E——2EWE . AT TR B
fRET . EBERHS, NASECD. EHKEEELAS G, BONER, 7
kg B E, 1R SRBHH S, 2R AR, o~ S0 R it
H» CAB P 5:25-27) o MENEIEMREAERE, ANEBHERMAT N,
T HRBRFEAE A 2 Ay At O SEANth B SER SRR AR B 27

The word that is translated Christian in the Nicene Creed, literally, is the werd
catholic. Catholic means universal. The one church is universal because it includes-all



Christians, everywhere, of all time. Since the word catholic was taken over into the
name of the Roman Catholic Church, this word in the creed was translated “Christian.”
Wherever there is a Christian, one who believes in the Lord Jesus, that is where the
church is.

P IR e R, JE P8 A 28 Bl 8 8 kg B A IR I8 > 7 2 “catholic™,
B EEREHA Bies 2 B DA U B 3 T R 2 PR 9 e B R T A s A
P I I AE . DN “catholic™iX /Ml Ja KA 2| 2 B R E#H =4+ 5,
FrUE S & e R E R T “Christian”. JLEAEEERHTT, A NG FHBER
F T WA s

The church is also called apostolic. As we noted earlier, it is built on the apostles
and prophets. The inspired writings of the apostles and prophets are the foundation for
all the church teaches and believes.

s WHRRAF AL . AT AR B, B REAMEM G L.
AR AN SE R AR ER R P 5 A ORI R B # S S MR 4

We also confess of this church in the Augsburg Con-fession: “one holy Christian
church [that] will be and remain forever.”® We already noted the words of our Savior
that “the gates of Hades [hell] will not overcome it” (Matthew 16:18). Here on earth it
will continue as the church militant. This means it will continue to be attacked by
Satan. It needs to fight against all those who want to undermine the Christian faith and
destroy the church. In heaven it continues forever as the church triumphant. There the
saints triumph in perfect peace and glory with their Savior forever.

AT AN BT RS S P B 2 “— AN I R I B e H es . 73
AT D2 5 BB R FBUR AR Al (SRR S 16:18) o fEHh EAfTI
B . XREWEREIE SIS, HaTEZS A AR U
BAEE O MRS KB H D 4t FER B M, (I8 B E4EKE 55
FAE 563K K22 PR A
You and the church
wEHE

You believe in the Lord Jesus as your Savior from sin. You can know that you are a
member of the holy Christian church. The Lord Jesus is your head, whom you follow
as the Good Shepherd. You can pray to God as your heavenly Father. You have many,
many brothers and sisters throughout the world who care for you and pray for you as
you do for them. And you have a host of brothers and sisters who already are in
heaven—your first parents, Adam and Eve; Abraham; Joseph; David; Isaiah; Mary,
the mother of Jesus; the apostles; and Luther, to name but a few. What a blessed
family! Here on earth you cannot identify each family member by name; you cannot
look into anyone’s heart. But by faith you know they are there, united with you by a
common faith, hope, and salvation through the precious blood of your Redeemer. And
through faith in the Lord Jesus, you can be assured of a place with all the saints in the
church triumphant in heaven.

PRARAE 32 HRSR 2 R VR TR A o AR RE AR B R R B s ) — 52
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2.The Church: Where can you find it?

2.H 4 FEMRETTDAIREIWE ?

The family of God—how wonderful it will be when this family has its grand
reunion in heaven! Nothing is better than life with your heavenly Father and Jesus,
your -Savior-brother, together with all your Christian brothers and sisters, with all the
believers who ever lived. What joy!

B K ——23X A FRE R R R B AR IR, ISR A S5 B SR AT L
A2 BEBUR R ACHERBR [RIAE B 2ETE 1, AREURE . Do, SARMIEEAE 6 )
HERAT, SrAEHRERIE . 22455R!

But you are still on earth. You know that you have many brothers and sisters in the
family of God, the church, right now, here on earth. You would like to be with them
also now and have a family gathering, a get-together with fellow believers. Since you
cannot look into their hearts to identify them, how and where can you find your
family of believers?

{ERARAIBAE S b URENTEAE B ag R ZKRE L, w2 s bz, A2 A
HAPREESE, RAERZH R HK. RIEBERSMIE K, WEX
FERIARE, — MEEMKFENTEIER . BEARIRA BB EAMAT N L, IF H R
17, I AVRAATRES TR BIRAZHERI R NATT, AR SCAE TR HLWE 2

You remember the sign you saw along the road: Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church. You
found the building on Pine St. and 2nd Ave. and saw the invitation to worship. You
went to the announced service, and many other people also were there. Since these
people were meeting in a church building and called themselves a church, you said to
yourself: This must be where | will find fellow believers; this is where | will find the
family of God. But how could you be sure? Perhaps this gathering only called itself a
church. Then the service began. You heard the pastor invite the people to worship in
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. You heard them confess their faith in the
triune God. The pastor read and preached from the Bible. You remembered that Jesus
once said, “Where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them”
(Matthew 18:20). Jesus must be present here, you concluded, for these people are
gathered here in Jesus’ name. You said: I have found the church; I have found my
Christian family.
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Was your conclusion correct? Paul made a similar conclusion about the people
gathered at Corinth who called on the name of the Lord. He addressed a letter to them:
“To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be
holy, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ—their Lord and ours” (1 Corinthians 1:2). He called the people who gathered
in Corinth in Jesus’ name “the church of God.”
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The visible church

Paul wrote his letter to a visible congregation. It was in a certain place, Corinth.
The letter could be handed to the members and read by them, a visible group of
Christians. The same was true of the people with whom you worshiped at Trinity
church; these were visible human beings. And you said of this visible assembly: Here
is the church of God.
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But hadn’t we concluded that the church of God is invisible? Has it now become
visible? Yes and no. It remains invisible in that you cannot say of every one of the
several hundred persons gathered at Trinity church that they are believers; you cannot
look into the heart of any one of them and see the faith that may or may not be there.
But the church has become visible in that you can know with certainty that believers
are present at Trinity. In that sense we can call a certain visible gathering a church,
because of the believers who are there. That is what we mean when we speak of the
visible church.
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The means of grace

But what makes you so sure that believers are present? We have to ask the further
question: What causes faith to grow in the heart? How does someone become<a
believer? As we answer this question, let us take the example of grass and rain-=When



it is dry, grass soon withers and dies. But when it rains, you know that the grass will
turn green. It takes rain to make it grow.
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The Lord uses this illustration to tell us what it takes for faith to grow: “As the rain
and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the
earth and making it bud and flourish, . . . so is my word that goes out from my mouth:
It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what | desire and achieve the
purpose for which I sent it” (Isaiah 55:10,11). What does God want to accomplish
through his Word? Paul gives the answer: “Faith comes from hearing the message,
and the message is heard through the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17). We are to
expect God’s Word to be fruitful on the soil of the human heart, causing faith to
sprout and grow. That is God’s promise.
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The Holy Spirit works by means of the Word. The same is true of the Sacrament of
Baptism. Peter told the Pentecost assembly: “Repent and be baptized, every one of
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). Through God’s message that Peter preached
and the Baptism the apostles performed, 3,000 came to faith, found forgiveness in
Christ, and became part of the church at Jerusalem. Their faith was also strengthened
as they broke bread together in the Sacrament of the Lord’s body and blood (Acts
2:42). The gospel in Word and sacrament works and preserves saving faith in the
human heart. That is why the Word and sacrament are called means of grace. They
are the means the Holy Spirit uses to lead us to believe what God in his grace has
prepared for us in Christ Jesus.
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Effective means

When you visited Trinity church and heard the pastor read and preach the Word of
God, you correctly concluded that believers were in this congregation. You even
heard the people confess their faith. But perhaps they only spoke those words with
their lips. Perhaps they did not really believe in their hearts. There may indeed have
been hypocrites present who pretended to believe, but you could not know who they
might be, nor should you try. You could, however, be sure that everyone was not a
hypocrite. True believers were there. You could be sure of this because God’s Word is
effective.
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Remember how Isaiah compared God’s Word with rain and snow. It will
accomplish what God sent it to do. The gospel is also called “the power of God for the
salvation of everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16). Jesus says, “The words I have
spoken to you are spirit and they are life” (John 6:63). Through the gospel, the Holy
Spirit works the life of faith that leads to eternal life. The faith produced in the
individual heart is invisible to us, but the gospel in Word and sacrament, which
produces and preserves faith, is visible.
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Given to believers

What is more, the Word of God would not be preached in a congregation of people
if believers were not present. God did not entrust the preaching of his Word to the
unbelieving world. He gave his gospel to believers, to his church. To Christians he
said: “Go and make disciples . . . baptizing them . . . teaching them to obey everything
I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19,20). So if you see a gathering of people
concerned about preaching and hearing the Word of God, as you did at Trinity
congregation, you correctly conclude: Here are believers doing what Jesus
commanded them to do.
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Marks of the church

We have just seen from the Bible that the Holy Spirit works faith through the
gospel, that the Word of God is effective, and that God has given his Word to the
church to preach. For all of these reasons, the means of grace are called the marks of
the church.
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A mark is a means of identification. The word “flour” or “sugar” identifies what is
in a certain jar. Similarly, the gospel as it is preached and heard assures us that
believers are present in that gathering. We can be sure because of what God says
about the power of the gospel. Thus it marks the presence of the church.
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Because of the believers who are present, we call such a gathering marked by the
gospel a visible church. Not that this is a church apart from and different from the
invisible church. The one holy, Christian church, the communion of saints, is present
in the visible congregation that you call a church. You are not mistaken in calling it
the church of God, a family of believers. If hypocrites are present too, they are not
part of the invisible church, even though they are associated with the outward
assembly. In charity you will assume that all who confess their faith are sincere, and
you will look upon them as brothers and sisters in Christ. If it should happen that the
pastor is a hypocrite, the gospel he preaches and the sacraments he administers are
still valid. His unbelief does not nullify God’s promises.
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The gospel alone



A building called Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church does not identify that place or the
people who gather in it as the church. The fact that a pastor steps into a pulpit to
preach to a group of people does not make it a church. If the pastor preaches what he
has devised with his reason, if he is merely interested in preaching about good morals,
if he expresses his views on politics, if he sets forth his own ideas about God, then his
preaching is not a mark of the church. The church’s presence is known only by the
true Word of God, not by anything the pastor or anyone else may add, and certainly
not by any errors that are taught. Only the true gospel and genuine sacraments are
marks of the church.
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Apology of the Augsburg Confession

We sum up what we have said with some quotations from the Apology of the
Augsburg Confession, Articles VII and VIII.
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The church is not merely an association of outward ties and rites like other civic
governments, however, but it is mainly an association of faith and of the Holy
Spirit in men’s hearts. To make it recognizable, this association has outward
marks, the pure teaching of the Gospel and the administration of the sacraments
in harmony with the Gospel of Christ.#
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Hypocrites and evil men are indeed associated with the true church as far as
outward ceremonies are concerned. But when we come to define the church, we
must define that which is the living body of Christ and is the church in fact as
well as in name.5
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We are not dreaming about some Platonic republic, as has been slanderously
alleged, but we teach that this church actually exists, made up of true believers



and righteous men scattered throughout the world. And we add its marks, the
pure teaching of the Gospel and the sacraments.6
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In accordance with the Scriptures, therefore, we maintain that the church in the
proper sense is the assembly of saints who truly believe the Gospel of Christ and
who have the Holy Spirit. Nevertheless, we grant that the many hypocrites and
evil men who are mingled with them in this life share an association in the
outward marks, are members of the church according to this association in the
outward marks, and therefore hold office in the church. When the sacraments are
administered by unworthy men, this does not rob them of their efficacy. For they
do not represent their own persons but the person of Christ, because of the
church’s call, as Christ testifies (Luke 10:16), “He who hears you hears me.”7
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We took note of the joy it is to know that we are associated with Christians of all
time in the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, and that we will be
associated with them throughout eternity in heaven. It is likewise a source of joy to be
associated with them in a visible assembly in which the gospel is rightly taught and
the sacraments are rightly administered. By these marks we know that this is where
we can find the church of the living God here on earth.
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Various outward forms

When you attended divine worship at Trinity congregation, you liked what you saw
and decided to take a closer look. You wondered whether it was the same as some
other churches you attended.
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You noticed that Trinity used a hymnal you had not seen before. The congregation
followed a particular order of service, and some parts were different from what you



had seen at other churches. The service folder informed you that Trinity had two
pastors and a Lutheran elementary school with five teachers.
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You visited one of the schoolrooms. The teacher started classes with a devotion,
and the children studied the Bible and Luther’s Small Catechism. From this you
concluded that the church was present here too.
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The congregation belonged to an association of congregations that conducted a
Lutheran high school. In this school the Word of God was taught and learned, and
devotions were held in Jesus’ name. The marks of the church revealed the presence of
the church also here.
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You were told that this congregation was associated with a larger body that was
called a synod. Many other congregations also belonged to the same synod, whose
purpose was to work together in training pastors and teachers to preach and teach the
Word of God, in sending out missionaries, and in publishing Christian literature. Here,
too, the marks of the church revealed its presence.
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As we look at the visible church, we see congregations, schools, synods, and
various types of organizations. On the basis of the church’s marks, we see the church
present in each of them. The outward form of a congregation or Christian assembly or
association may vary, but wherever the marks are in use, Christ and his church are
present.
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Some say that God has commanded Christians to form congregations and local
churches, and that God instituted only this visible form of the church.Therefore, any
other assemblies or associations of Christians, like synodical bodies, are only humapn



arrangements. This position has been held by many in the Lutheran -€hurch—
Missouri Synod.
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God does indeed command Christians to assemble. This is inherent in the command
to teach and preach the gospel and to administer the sacraments. The early Christians
recognized this (Acts 2:42). When some withdrew from their assemblies, they were
admonished: “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing”
(Hebrews 10:25). Christians need the encouragement they can give one another. They
need to “spur one another on toward love and good deeds” (verse 24).
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This requires first of all some kind of local gatherings. Christians must gather at
some particular place where they will regularly hear God’s Word and receive the
sacraments; where they are encouraged, admonished, and edified; where church
discipline can be carried out according to Matthew 18. We call these primary
gatherings local congregations.
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God, however, neither prescribes nor describes in detail the “where” and “how” and
the liturgical orders and the organizational structure of such local congregations. The
early Christians no longer saw themselves bound by the many ceremonial laws of the
Old Testament, which had prescribed in detail the temple building, the festivals and
sacrifices and worship. Those were all commanded to foreshadow things to come.
Once Christ had come, the shadows were replaced by “the reality,” which “is found in
Christ” (Colossians 2:16,17). Now Christians were directed to preach the gospel of
Jesus Christ, to baptize, to administer the Lord’s Supper, and to worship and praise
God in prayer and song (Colossians 3:16,17). No formal ceremonial structure in
regard to place or organization or order of worship was commanded. These could be
determined freely according to what best served the gospel and the people of God.
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In the interest of the gospel and of their mutual strengthening and help, the
“assembling” of Christians also went beyond local meetings. The believers at
Jerusalem and Antioch had close contact with one another. The church at Jerusalem
sent Barnabas to Antioch, and he brought Paul from Tarsus (Acts 11:19-26). Both of
them preached for a year at Antioch, and then this congregation sent them on Paul’s
first mission journey (Acts 13:2,3). When a dispute arose between some men from
Judea and Antioch about the necessity of circumcision, representatives from Antioch
met in Jerusalem with the apostles and elders to consult about this question (Acts
15:1,2,5,6). Later, congregations in Galatia, Macedonia, and Achaia joined in a
collection to help the poor in Jerusalem (1 Corinthians 16:1-4). Thus on a wider scale
too, the Christians freely “assembled” to spur one another on to faith and good works.
Here, too, the church was present and functioning no less than in the smaller local
gatherings in Jerusalem or Antioch or Corinth or wherever it might be.
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Similarly today, Christians, who first of all are members of local congregations,
may also join together as circuits, conferences, districts, and synods. Some of them
may also join Lutheran high school associations or institutional mission societies. In
all of these, Christians come together in Jesus’ name to carry out the Lord’s work. In
all of these, the church is present.
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Organizational structure

As we noted earlier, the particular organizational structure of congregations and
also of church bodies and other church organizations is agreed upon in Christian
freedom. God does not order this by law.
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Already at the time of the Reformation, denominations were formed, partly because
not everyone recognized this truth. The Roman Catholic Church had insisted, and still
insists, that the pope, as the successor of Peter, must be recognized as the one visible
head of the church, with a hierarchy of bishops to rule the church as the successors of
the apostles. In opposition to Rome, the Episcopalians, Presbyterians, and
Congregationalists adopted their own particular forms of church organization and
government, and each denomination claimed divine institution for its form.
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The Lutherans saw no divine mandate in Scripture for any one form of organization
or church government. They were even ready to allow the bishops to “rule” the
church, if only the bishops would permit the gospel to be preached freely and in all its
truth. Congregations and church bodies could be organized in whatever way would
best serve God’s people in their particular situation. Particularly in America, the
church could freely organize without interference on the part of civil government.
Lutheran churches, recognizing that all Christians are “kings and priests” (1 Peter 2:9;
Revelation 1:6), have to a great extent followed democratic procedures. We will
explain this priesthood of believers in a later chapter.
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Love and good order

But if there are no divinely ordained ceremonial laws that determine how the
church is to be organized and function, won’t the result be chaos? Won’t there be
confusion and disorder as each congregation does what it pleases? Won’t there be
conflict between congregations? Won’t an association of congregations, like a synod,
try to dominate the individual, smaller group or congregation?
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What will control the freedom God has given to his people? Paul wrote to the
Galatians: “You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to
indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love” (5:13). This applies to
each of us as individual Christians, and it applies to us also as we work together as
groups of believers, whether as congregations or larger associations and synods.
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Loving service does not ask: What will | get for myself? How can | exercise power
over others and control them? Such attitudes indulge the sinful nature. Loving service
asks: What can | do for you? How can | help you? How can | best serve and benefit
you? Such questions will be the guiding spirit within a congregation. They will be the
guiding spirit as congregations form associations to do the Lord’s work. They will
guide the relationship between a synod and its constituent congregations.
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But what about avoiding confusion? The Corinthian congregation’s worship had
become disorderly. Paul describes the problem: “When you come together, everyone
has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation” (1
Corinthians 14:26). When several people speak at the same time, no one benefits.
Everyone thinks only: | have something to tell the others. No one is listening to
anyone else. Paul advised them: “Two or three prophets should speak [one after the
other], and the others should weigh carefully what is said. . . . God is not a God of
disorder but of peace” (14:29,33). Paul concludes with the general directive: “But
everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way” (14:40).
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To facilitate good order, a congregation will adopt a constitution. By doing so, the
members agree on how they will call a pastor, what officers they will have, their
duties, etc. Congregations can agree on how they want to work together in a synod,
and they can adopt a constitution and pass resolutions that provide for all things to be
done in an orderly manner.
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Where the gospel has done its work in the hearts of believers, the church will work
together following God’s will that all things be done according to love and good order.
No divine laws regulate the organizational form and order of worship for God’s
people. In Christian freedom they may establish these as long as the Word of God is
the only source in determining all matters of faith and life. The Augsburg Confession
says, “It is not necessary that human traditions or rites and ceremonies, instituted by
men, should be alike everywhere.”8

R AR S EN TR LR T, B B et 2 1 AE B i B St A
T8, T S RYE 2 A S5 B B B BAT o B0 — S B ENE B
7 RAE THGUE AR R SIEF . BRI A b, HE BN 6 TH 2 e
—REAF AT o BT F S R, AT AT L B G IE ANRE . BATE
Fok A BT ANPTHIE RS AL SHALRE. 7 CRETERE KR
% 3

Yet, love and good order may move congregations within a church body to strive
for considerable uniformity also in such matters, and not selfishly assert their
Christian liberty. In this manner they may wish to demonstrate the unity of faith that
binds them together under God’s holy Word.

SR, AL AT LA — Hx AR R &, BER A f 3 S LIS
BER—2, JFHAERMR AT E R H b @XM, A7 2 AT DRI

f i1 S AL b M LA TR A —.



3. The Church: How important is doctrine?

3L BXELLER?

“It doesn’t matter so much what you believe as long as you are sincere.” “Churches
don’t all have the same teachings, but they all aim for the same goal: heaven.” “There
may be different roads, but they all lead to the same place.” You may have heard
words like these. They all give the impression that doctrine (what you believe and
teach) is unimportant, that there isn’t such a thing as true and false doctrine, that false
doctrine does not really hurt anyone.
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Destructive error

The devil would like us to believe that doctrine is not important. But remember, “he
is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44). He deceives people into spreading his lies.
The Bible calls these people “false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as
apostles of Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:13). Paul warns Titus against the “many
rebellious people, mere talkers and deceivers” who “are ruining whole households by
teaching things they ought not to teach” (Titus 1:10,11). Truth comes from God, but
error has the devil as its father and is taught by false teachers, deceived by Satan.
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Error is as dangerous as it is deceptive. It can ruin “whole households,” whole
congregations, and even church bodies. Paul was concerned about what the false
apostles were doing to the Corinthians: “I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by
the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and
pure devotion to Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:3). Error does not build faith; it destroys
faith.
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Testing doctrine



Since error is so dangerous, we must ask, How can it be recognized? When a bottle
contains poison, the government may insist that the label clearly say so. Teachers of
false doctrine, however, do not label their doctrine as such. In fact, most often they
will offer their product as wholesome spiritual food, even claiming support from the
Bible.
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Are we helpless against such deception? John gave his readers this advice: “Dear
friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from
God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1).
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But how is one to test what is taught? John advised them: “This is how you can
recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come
in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from
God” (vv. 2,3). What is taught about the Lord Jesus is of special importance. Do they
teach that Jesus is both true God and true man? That in him “all the fullness of the
Deity lives in bodily form” (Colossians 2:9)? That he gave his life on the cross as the
one sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world? That he bodily rose again
from the dead? In other words, do they teach exactly what the Bible teaches about
Jesus? Do they hold to all teachings of the Bible as Jesus commanded?
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The Bereans tested even Paul’s teaching by examining “the Scriptures every day to
see if what Paul said was true” (Acts 17:11). But to be able to do such testing, you
must know the Scriptures; you must read them regularly and examine them carefully.
Scripture must be allowed to mean what it says and not be interpreted to mean what
our reason would like. Jesus assures us: “If you hold to my teaching, you are really
my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John
8:31,32). The Holy Scriptures, used honestly and with integrity, enable us to know,the
truth, to recognize error, and to distinguish true and false prophets.
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Denominations and their confessions

Trinity congregation called itself Lutheran. Another has Presbyterian in its name;
another Methodist, Baptist, Roman Catholic, or one of many different designations.
Are these churches all alike? Do they differ in name only? How can we distinguish
one denomination from another? Don’t they all claim to teach what the Bible teaches?
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To escape this difficulty, some congregations call themselves nondenominational or
a community church. They do not identify with any denomination. They want to serve
all people without asking them to commit themselves to anything besides the Bible, or
faith in Jesus, or simply faith in God. What they, in effect, are saying is that what you
believe is your private affair, that one denomination’s teachings may be no better than
another’s, and that identifying with a particular denomination creates unnecessary
division among Christians. This makes them look charitable, humble, and
nonjudgmental.
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But as we saw, God does want us to distinguish between truth and error. Among
denominations we must distinguish between those that teach the truth and those
whose teaching includes error. How can we do this? We need to examine their
confessions.
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What is a confession? Paul wrote to the Romans: “For it is with your heart that you
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved”
(10:10). A confession reveals verbally what we believe in our hearts.
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Jesus once asked his disciples: “Who do you say I am?” Peter, speaking for the
disciples, was quick to answer: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” He
expressed in spoken words what they believed about Jesus in their hearts. They made
their confession, and it was a good one. Jesus gives the reason: “This was not revealed
to you by man, but by my Father in heaven” (Matthew 16:15-17). What the disciples
believed and confessed was not based on human philosophy and wisdom. What they
confessed they had learned from God. What we believe and confess must be learned
from the divine Scriptures in order to make a good confession that accords with the
truth.
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Just prior to asking the disciples for their confession, Jesus had asked them: “Who
do people say the Son of Man is?” The answers varied: “Some say John the Baptist;
-others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets” (Matthew
16:13,14). What the people confessed about Jesus was false. It was based on their
own thinking and expressed their human opinions. When one’s belief and confession
about God, Jesus, and salvation have their origin in the human mind, they will be false.
Sinful human beings cannot know the truth about God except by revelation.
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Thus, their confessions help us distinguish denominations from one another.
Religious groups that have the Apostles’ Creed (they may also include the Nicene and
Athanasian creeds) as their confession will be considered Christian. They confess the
true God as triune, and, in the Second Article, they confess the gospel of forgiveness
in Christ. Those who fail to make even such a limited confession are not within the
pale of Christianity. The marks of the Christian church are totally absent.
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In addition to the above three creeds, Lutherans also express what they believe in
the confessions contained in the Book of Concord. In these confessions they express
with greater detail the various doctrines of Holy Scripture and reject teachings that are
false. Similarly, other denominations may have their particular written confessions.
We can and must test these statements of faith by comparing them with the teachings
of Holy Scripture. When we do this, we will find that the Roman Catholic confessions
fail because they do not ascribe salvation to the grace of God in Christ Jesus alone;
instead, they assert that our works contribute toward gaining eternal life in heaven.
They also contain teachings not found in Scripture at all but based on the traditions of
the church. The various Protestant or Reformed confessions may err in what they say
about original sin, or about Jesus and what he did for us, or about the role of good
works in Christianity, or about Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.
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We must, however, not only test the written confessions. We must ask further
questions: What do you mean when you call the Apostles’ Creed your confession?
What do you as a Lutheran mean when you say that you accept the confessions in the
Book of Concord? What place does your written confession have in your teaching and
preaching?
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Answers to these questions may not be the same even within the same
denomination. Take the Lutherans as an example. The Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod (WELS), on the one hand, “accepts the canonical books of the Old
and New Testament as the divinely inspired and inerrant word of God and submits'te
this word of God as the only infallible authority in all matters of doctrine, faith and



life . . . The synod also accepts the confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
embodied in the Book of Concord of 1580, not insofar as, but because they are a
correct presentation and exposition of the pure doctrine of the word of God.”® By
accepting the confessions in the Book of Concord, the Wisconsin synod says that all
the doctrines confessed in them were not revealed by any man, but by the heavenly
Father in his holy Word. That is why the synod and its congregations require that all
teaching and preaching correspond to these confessions. When you attended Trinity Ev.
Lutheran Church, the pastor’s sermon was based on the Scriptures and was in
agreement with the Lutheran Confessions. The same is true of all congregations that
are members of WELS. The same is also true of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod and
its congregations, which are in fellowship with WELS.
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Why isn’t it enough simply to promise to teach and preach according to the Holy
Scriptures? The problem is that false prophets also make that claim about their false
teachings. When Wisconsin synod congregations require their pastors to teach and
preach according to the Lutheran Confessions, they are telling their pastors that they
expect them to teach Scripture faithfully, without changes and additions made by man.
So we test both the written confessions and their public teaching and preaching. Do
both agree with Scripture?
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Accepting the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions, however, does not have the
same significance for all Lutherans. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA), the church body that includes about two thirds of America’s Lutherans, can
serve as an illustration of this. Regarding Scripture, ELCA says: “This church accepts
the canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the inspired Word of God
and the authoritative source and norm of its proclamation, faith and life.”1° While_this
statement sounds good in what it says, what is lacking is any reference to the



Scripture’s inerrancy. This was a conscious omission, allowing for a critical
examination of what the Scriptures say, as we shall see.

SR, AR ELMBIERIENS B, JFARXY A SR E e A 2
FKEWEEFHREA S (ELCA) —HA AT | &R EREREEN =2
AT MERN—AMF . RT R4, ELCA WH: “AABSHZIHARNF L
Eﬁix%ﬁiﬁ?@kTE’hﬁm, HHRAEH . BN G B BUBRR IR S br
Ao 7 EANIXANPRIR Al B il T AR AR, R S T A TR AT
FIA . K — SRR, BRIATATLUE B — 8, b fo VX 4 B U i)
ATHEFIPE RS .

ELCA “accepts” the Lutheran confessions with these words: “This church accepts
the Unaltered Augsburg Confession as a true witness to the Gospel. . . . This church
accepts the other confessional writings in the Book of Concord, . . . as further valid
interpretations of the faith of the Church.”*! What is lacking is any commitment to the
confessions as to their doctrinal content in all teaching and preaching.
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This is a limited “acceptance” of the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions. This
can be seen from what may be taught and preached in ELCA. The above “acceptance”
does not prohibit a pastor or professor from preaching and teaching that the Bible has
errors in it, that Adam and Eve may not have been real people, that evolution may be
as true as the scriptural account of creation, that the virgin birth of Jesus is a myth,
that Jesus’ body never rose physically, and that some can be saved without believing
in Jesus’ work of redemption. Such teachings, and many more could be cited, are
permitted in ELCA. Thus, to test the confession of a church, we must look not only at
the official written confessions, but also at what is meant by “accepting” them and at
what is acceptable teaching from the pulpit, in the classrooms, and in its periodicals
and published writings.
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We can test the churches and denominations on the basis of their confessions. We
can distinguish between true and false visible churches, between those who confess
the truth of Scripture in their confessions and are committed to it in what they teach



and preach, and those who include or permit error in their confessions and in their
teaching and preaching.
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Fellowship
Why are we to test a church’s or denomination’s doctrine? Because God wants us
to be associated with a visible church that teaches the truth and to stay away from
those who teach falsely.
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God wants to bless us through the Christian fellowship we practice with those
whose confession is firmly based on Scripture. In the letter to the Hebrews, we
receive this solemn encouragement: “And let us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some
are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you
see the Day approaching” (10:24,25). God wants us to associate with fellow believers
and to meet with them. Practicing Christian fellowship can be a rich source of
encouragement as we live in a troubled world and as we face the devil’s temptations.
How eagerly we Christians should want to “carry each other’s burdens” (Galatians
6:2)!

God has given Christians the best means with which to encourage one another. Paul
wrote to the Colossians: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and
admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual
songs with gratitude in your hearts to God” (3:16). What joy and encouragement it is
for Christians to hear the Word of God read and preached in their churches and to sing
psalms and hymns with their fellow Christians! What a blessing when that Word is a
daily part of the family’s life! What gratitude will fill the Christian’s heart to the God
who blesses and encourages us and supports and strengthens our faith in this way!
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The value of belonging to a group that can provide support in troubled times is
generally recognized. A close-knit family, a group of faithful friends, and people whe
have experienced similar problems can provide helpful support when needed. In the



family of God we have a very special support group, one which the Lord Jesus has
equipped with his word of comfort and wisdom, with the gospel that sustains faith. As
members of this family, we are told to “encourage one another and build each other
up, just as in fact you are doing” (1 Thessalonians 5:11). That is the very thing we are
doing as we practice Christian fellowship with those whose confession is true to
God’s holy Word.
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On the other hand, the Lord wants us to keep away from false churches, from those
whose confession identifies their false teaching. Jesus warns: “Watch out for false
prophets” (Matthew 7:15). John, the apostle of love, wrote: “If anyone comes to you
and does not bring this teaching [the teaching of Christ], do not take him into your
house or welcome him” (2 John 10). We are not to practice Christian fellowship with
them or support them in their work. Paul urges us “to watch out for those who cause
divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have
learned” (Romans 16:17). He says, “Keep away from them.” That means, Do not
practice Christian fellowship with them. Do not invite them to preach to you. Do not
celebrate the Lord’s Supper with them. Do not join with them in Christian worship.
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God also tells us why he wants us to stay away from them. With their false teaching
they “are not serving our Lord Christ.” What is more, “by smooth talk and flattery
they deceive the minds of naive people” (Romans 16:18). John also points out that by
supporting a false prophet one “shares in his wicked work™ (2 John 11).
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The subject of Christian fellowship is not generally understood in today’s worldy
not even in the Christian or religious world. The true significance and blessing/of



Christian fellowship is not appreciated, and the seriousness of false doctrine is not
recognized. Some would even question whether any teaching that claims to be
Christian can be called false or wrong. Not joining in worship and prayer with
someone is considered uncharitable and judgmental. Suffice it to say here, in our
practice of Christian fellowship, Scripture calls on us to distinguish clearly between
true and false visible churches. Because of the importance and scope of this subject, a
separate volume in this series is devoted to a more detailed study of fellowship.
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Conclusion to Part |

B

“I don’t need the church. I can worship God better just by myself.” “There are so
many different churches. It’s all so confusing. How should I know which one is right?”
“People who go to church are hypocrites. They think they are better than anyone else,
but look how they live during the week!” For most people the church has little appeal.
Most mainline denominations are declining in number even though the world’s
population is experiencing rapid growth. Organized religion, as some refer to the
church, is often held up to ridicule by the media, by comedians, and even by educators.
Our society worships pleasure, sex, science, wealth, health, the human ego—<creation
rather than the Creator. It rejects absolutes and all claims of having the truth. Such a
society finds the church with its divinely inspired Bible inhibiting and confining and
out of touch with today’s world.
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Jesus, however, continues to build his church. People are brought to faith through
the gospel of forgiveness as it is preached and taught. Jesus also gathers Christians
into visible churches and church bodies. He does not want each Christian to be alone
in this world of temptations and evil. He wants us to associate with those who confess
the truth of his Word and avoid those who pervert it by following human reason and
desires. The Savior speaks these words of reassurance: “Do not be afraid, little flock,
for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32).
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Part 11
The Mission of the Church

FEW: BaHfEa

4. The Church: What is its assignment?
4 He: BHEFRHA?

When you moved to Centerville, you immediately decided to join Faith Ev.
Lutheran Church. Why? What did you expect this church to do for you? Did you hope
that membership at Faith would help your business? Did you expect that you would
immediately acquire status in the community? Why did you want to be a member of
Faith congregation?
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The primary question, however, is not what you expect the church to do for you.
We need to ask: What assignment has God given to the church; what does he expect
the church to do for you? And then also, what does he expect of you as a member?
Jesus gives the answer.
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The Great Commission

The church, as we noted, is the gathering or congregation of believers. What
assignment has God given to Christians as they continue in this world? Jesus said to
his disciples before he ascended: “Go into all the world and preach the good news to
all creation” (Mark 16:15). In somewhat greater detail, Matthew records Jesus’
commission to his disciples: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them . . . and teaching them” (28:19,20). Jesus himself would no longer be
visibly present on earth to teach people. Now his disciples were to “preach the good
news.”
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It is important to make good news known. When a new medication is discovered,
this good news must be widely published so that as many people as possible may
benefit from it. To hide its healing power from those who could be helped is heartless,
if not cruel. So it is with the good news Christ commanded his believers to preach.
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The book of Acts records how the disciples carried out this assignment. They acted
as individuals. When the church in Jerusalem suffered persecution, “those who had
been scattered preached the word wherever they went” (Acts 8:4). They acted also as
groups of believers. The church at Antioch, for example, sent Paul and Barnabas on
their mission journeys (Acts 13:2,3).
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Teach—preach

The “good news” is a message the world needs to hear. This requires
communication. The church, Christians, are to speak, tell, proclaim, teach, and preach.
The church’s commission has to do with words, God’s Word as we have it in the
inspired Scriptures.
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The church has been assigned to teach “everything” Jesus commanded, including
all the teachings found in the Bible. That is what Paul did. He could say, “I have not
hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God” (Acts 20:27). This means not
adding anything to Scripture nor taking anything from it.
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Not every teaching of Scripture brings us “good news.” The law, though it is good
and perfect, is not good news for us. It reveals sin and proclaims judgment. What the
Bible teaches about the devil, original sin, hell, and eternal damnation is not good
news because we are sinners. Much that the Bible teaches sinners is such bad news
that people deny that it can be true.
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But wasn’t it “good news” Jesus commissioned the church to preach? Should we
forget about preaching the law? Should we forget about telling people about the devil,
hell, and judgment? This is not what Jesus said to do, yet how can we preach the
“good news” and still preach “everything he commanded”? Doesn’t “everything”
include the bad news?
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The answer is that the bad news must be taught for the sake of the “good news,” or
the gospel. “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick” (Mark 2:17). The
diabetic who believes himself to be healthy will turn away from the doctor who tells
him to take insulin. The “good news” of forgiveness in Christ is indeed good news,
but not until the law has revealed our sin. The good news is foolishness to those who
consider themselves “healthy.” As a result, Paul, who told the Corinthians, “I resolved
to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified” (1
Corinthians 2:2), had to proclaim “the whole will of God” and show them their sin.
Both sin and grace are included when the good news is preached.
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The two basic teachings in the Bible are the law and the gospel. It is vital for the
church to recognize this in its teaching. Both must be taught in close relationship with
one another, but also with a clear distinction between the two. The purpose of each
must be carefully recognized in their use. This is so important that a separate volume
in this series concerns itself with these two teachings.
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The church’s commission to “preach the good news” includes the administration of
the sacraments. When Jesus commanded his disciples to baptize, this was good news
because God has given Baptism as a “washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy
Spirit” (Titus 3:5). When Jesus gave the church the Lord’s Supper to distribute, this
was good news because the body and blood, which the individual receives, give
personal assurance of the Lord’s forgiveness, purchased “with his holy, precious
blood and with his innocent suffering and death.”
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Furthermore, the church’s commission to “preach the good news” includes
promoting good works. But doesn’t Scripture say that we are saved “by grace . . .
through faith . . . not by works, so that no one can boast” (Ephe-sians 2:8,9)? Because
Lutherans stress salvation by grace alone, apart from works, they have been accused
of teaching that good works are unimportant. Some have even said that good works
are harmful to salvation. However, that is not what the Bible teaches and what the
church must teach.
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The church must promote good works because they are a necessary fruit of faith.
We expect a good fruit tree to bear good fruit. In the parable, the fig tree that did not
bear the expected fruit was to be cut down (Luke 13:9). Only trees that bear good fruit
keep their place in an orchard; fruitless trees will soon become firewood. Since “faith
without deeds is dead” (James 2:26), fruitless “Christians” do not retain their place in
the family of God. The lack of fruit shows that they are spiritually dead.
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But what are good works? What is good fruit? How is it produced? Only branches
that are attached to a good trunk will produce fruit because the sap that keeps the
branch alive and fruitful reaches it through the trunk. Jesus made this application: “I
am the true vine. . . . No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. | am the vine; you are the
branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit” (John
15:1,4,5).
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By faith Christians are attached to Christ, and from him they receive the strength to
bear fruit. The unbeliever, cut off from Christ, can bear no fruit. Believers realize that
“it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose”
(Philippians 2:13).
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The kind of works the Christian will produce corresponds to the will of God as
revealed in his holy law, as we know it in the Ten Commandments. What is contrary
to God’s law is not produced by faith, but by a person’s sinful nature. So the gospel is
the fuel that keeps the Christian’s motor running; the law is the road map that shows
him which direction to go.
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The church must promote good works as fruits of faith. This is part of teaching “the
whole will of God.”
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Civic righteousness
Your neighbor is not a Christian. Neither he nor his wife go to church, but they are
good neighbors. When you were sick, he mowed your lawn, and she does volunteer
work at the local hospital. They are both active in making your neighborhood crime
free. They are performing many “good works.” However, because they are
unbelievers, the works they do are not fruits of faith. The “good” they do is called
“civic righteousness.” Our confessions distinguish between such external works and
the fruits of faith.
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We read in the Formula of Concord:
HATE B[R] A5 P i 2 .
The distinction between works is due to the difference in the individuals who
are concerned about living according to the law and the will of God. For as
long as a person is not reborn, lives according to the law, and does its works
merely because they are commanded, from fear of punishment or in hope of
reward, he is still under the law. . . .
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But when a person is born anew by the Spirit of God and is liberated from the
law (that is, when he is free from this driver and is driven by the Spirit of
Christ), he lives according to the immutable will of God as it is comprehended
in the law and, in so far as he is born anew, he does everything from a free and



merry spirit. These works are, strictly speaking, not works of the law but
works and fruits of the Spirit.*2
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Outwardly what the believer and unbeliever do appears to be the same. Both
faithfully pay their taxes: the one, fearing the penalty for “cheating”; the other,
because this is the will of the God who redeemed him. Both donate blood or
contribute money to the Red Cross to help victims of a disaster: the one, looking for
praise, expecting help in return in a possible time of need, or perhaps only desiring the
reward of feeling good about himself; the other, as a fruit of faith, serving Christ in
his neighbor. This is not to say that God does not also desire civic righteousness,
outward obedience to the law. To promote this, God has established civil government.
Government exists “to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do
right” (1 Peter 2:14). Thus it maintains law and order.
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The mission of the church vs. the mission of government

We must remember that the mission of the church is distinct from the mission of
the state. Both the church and state are institutions of God. Each, however, has its
specific assignment and must remain within it.
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You look to the church to serve you with the good news of redemption in Christ, to
use Scripture so that as a believer you may be prepared for eternity, and to help you in
this life produce fruits of faith. On the other hand, you look to the state to promote
civic righteousness and to maintain law and order so that “we may live peaceful and
quiet lives” (1 Timothy 2:2). You look to the state as “a judge or an arbiter” to correct
wrongs that have been committed (Luke 12:14) and to serve God as “an agent of
wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer” (Romans 13:4). To accomplish this,
God has given the state “the sword” (Romans 13:4), or police power, as we call it.
This includes even capital punishment.

Pidia B2 o F B RO B 47 B IR AR, S S22 AR B AE R AT A
KA #E#S, I B BRI AL NG ORI 7. 1AL, IRIEEE RS
B, B @mekry, DET<PeoditEd GRERT 2:2) 2
TRdE 2B E Ay W B s N, e R ARG U IE (BN
12:14) ; FFHAE MBI, R, HIDREERR (F 545 134577, 4L



RHET B N TR, EWRIGEBUF M (F 54 13:4) , 5E AT
MR N: ERM IR XER AT .

As Christians living in this world, we are citizens of a particular state and subject to
its jurisdiction. At the same time, by faith in Christ we are members of God’s family,
the church. As outlined above, we must distinguish between the two in our
expectations of each. Unfortunately, as the Augsburg Confession notes, “some have
improperly confused the power of the church with the power of the sword.”*® For this
reason the confession carefully outlines the responsibility of each and the means God
has given each to carry out its duties.
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The church has the “power or command of God to preach the Gospel, to remit and
retain sins, and to administer the sacraments.”** Thus, “the power of the church
bestows eternal things and is exercised only through the ministry of the Word.”*® But
“civil government is concerned with other things than the Gospel. The state -protects
not souls but bodies and goods from manifest harm, and constrains men with the
sword and physical penalties.”'® The following chart illustrates what is said in these
guotations:
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Responsibilities Means
CHURCH: eternal things ministry of the Word
preach gospel received by faith
forgive/retain sins
administer sacraments

GOVERNMENT protect bodies power of the sword
protect goods physical penalties
constrain men from evil  earthly rewards
used according to reason
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To avoid confusion, neither of the two should “invade the other’s functions” nor
make use of the other’s means.
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For example, as Christian citizens we do not want the state to teach our children
how to pray. The state is not to compel people to attend worship or to pay pastors’
salaries nor should the state use the ministry of the Word to foster civic righteousness.
On the other hand, the church is not to tell the state what laws to pass, to impose the
injunctions of Scripture on the state, or to interfere with the state’s power of the sword.
As Christian citizens we will be concerned that our government is honest and fair and
reasonable, and we will participate to make it so. But we will also remember what we
can expect of each, the church and the state, and what means God has given to each.
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Take the example of abortion. As a Christian, by faith | know what Scripture says
about human life, that the Lord gives it at the time of conception (see Psalm 139:13-
16; 51:5). I know that to destroy human life at any time is sin, and | expect my church
to teach this on the basis of Scripture. However, | will not support efforts in the name
of Christianity to use force (the sword) against abortion clinics. | will not expect my
church, by quoting holy Scripture, to convince the government to pass laws against
abortion. But as a Christian citizen, | will use every opportunity to show my fellow
citizens and my government that to permit abortion is against reason and the
government’s responsibility to protect human life.
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Thus, the church concerns itself with faith and uses the Word, and the state protects
life and property with the sword on the basis of reason.
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The social gospel

Some assert that the church should be the conscience of the state and a force in
society, active in reforming society’s ills. Advocates of what is termed the “social
gospel” affirm that “the substance of the redemption of the world in Jesus Christ is
adequately understood and realized only when its power is effective in the
transformation of the structures of society.”*’ They reduce the importance of Christ
coming to redeem the sinner for eternal life in heaven. Instead, what is important is
that he came to redeem society from its evils so that the world may become a better
place in which to live. This changes what is expected of the church as it lives in this
world because concern for reforming the individual sinner is replaced by concern for
reforming society. The church’s heavenly mission becomes an earthly one.
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Similar is the claim that the church has a “ministry to the whole man.” Some claim
that in serving people for their welfare, you cannot divide between the physical and
the spiritual. In fact, “holistic health requires effective functioning physically,
psychologically, socially, and spiritually plus the successful integration of all these
components.”® Such a philosophy assigns responsibilities to the church that go
beyond its spiritual role to the role of ministering to the “whole person.” The church
will practice charity by reaching out to the physical needs of people, but claiming the
church is to provide ministries and services for all the needs of “the whole man”
places upon it responsibilities that go beyond Scripture and sidetrack it from its saving
mission and the means entrusted to it by God.
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Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36). Jesus suffered, died,
and rose again so that “repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his
name” (Luke 24:47). Let the church remain faithful to its assigned task, to make
disciples of Jesus through the means of grace. We can expect that a society will
benefit from the presence of Christians, but more importantly, there is rejoicing in_the
presence of the angels of God as each sinner repents. And there will be eternal praises
before God as the redeemed unite their heavenly voices to his glory for ever and ever.
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5 The Church: Preach the gospel to whom?
5 H&: MHEEHAREEIR?

“Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.” Imagine being one
of the eleven disciples who heard Jesus say this to them. “Into all the world”! “To all
creation”! You might have asked: “Lord, do you mean this? Do you mean we should
go beyond Judea and Galilee? Also to the Samaritans? They won’t be very friendly
toward us. And to Babylon, Egypt, and even Rome? And we heard of a place far
beyond Rome called Spain. There are only 11 of us. The world is big. Travel is slow.
What can we do?” The Lord’s answer was: “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
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Into all the world

With his Great Commission, the Lord sends the church, his believers, “into all the
world.” Jesus died for the sins of the world; all the world is to hear that good news.
The Lord does not want “anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance” (2
Peter 3:9). Of the disciples we read: “Then the disciples went out and preached
everywhere” (Mark 16:20). Where is “everywhere”? Where is the “world”?
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Jerusalem

For the disciples, the “world” was first of all Jerusalem, and that is where they
began on Pentecost day. As they continued preaching in their “hometown,” “the Lord
added to their number daily those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47).
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For you the “world” is first of all Minneapolis or Mobridge, Los Angeles or Lake
City, Oconomowoc or Oskaloosa. The “world” is where you are. To begin with,
“everywhere” is your own home and family. After coming to faith in Jesus, “the first
thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon . . . And he brought him to Jesus”
(John 1:41,42). Wives and husbands may hope to win over their spouses (1 Peter
3:1,2). Parents are to teach their children. That is where the “world” begins, but it
doesn’t end there. Your neighbors and friends, your coworkers and community are
also part of “everywhere.”
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Judea and Samaria
For the disciples the “world” was also Judea and Samaria. When persecution broke
out against the church in Jerusalem, “all except the apostles were scattered throughout
Judea and Samaria . . . [and] preached the word wherever they went” (Acts 8:1,4). We
may not be scattered because of persecutions, but the mobility of today’s society may
scatter us into many parts of our country. A job transfer may take us to Kentucky or
Tennessee, to Washington or Vermont. Are we concerned about preaching the Word
wherever we go?
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“And Samaria.” This was a territory that was hostile to the Jews. Would the
Samaritans be open to a Savior who was a Jew? Philip, the evangelist, left Jerusalem
and preached in Samaria, and many believed and were baptized. Hearing of this
success, Peter and John also spent some time in Samaria, “preaching the gospel in
many Samaritan villages” (Acts 8:25). Yes, even countries that may have been hostile
to Christ and the gospel can become fertile fields for sowing the good seed of the
gospel.
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All the world

“To the ends of the earth.” That does not seem so far anymore. The weeks it took to
cross the Atlantic or Pacific are now reduced to hours. A faxed letter can reach you in
minutes. Modern technology makes it possible for you to watch world events as they
happen. Someone speaking in Chicago can be heard throughout the world at the time
he is speaking.
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That has not made the world any less hostile to the gospel, but the Lord opens
doors of opportunity. As Paul preached the good news everywhere, he often suffered
persecution and imprisonment. Sinful, ungodly men tried to close the doors to his
preaching. But in Ephesus, Paul writes, “A great door for effective work has opened
to me” (1 Corinthians 16:9). When he went to Troas, he also found that “the Lord had
opened a door for me” (2 Corinthians 2:12). Even while imprisoned in Rome, he
asked the Colossians to pray for him “that God may open a door for our message”
(4:3). And so it is today. Sinful, ungodly men closed the doors to preaching the good
news in countries dominated by communistic governments, but the omniscient and
omnipotent Lord of all opens doors that men try to close. He did this in Russia when
atheistic communism lost its power.
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Open doors

The Lord opens doors, and the church must look for them and enter those it sees.
Some of those doors are in our own United States where a church may do home
mission work. The Lord opens other doors in the many countries of the world, and
entering those is called world mission work. Which is the more important? Which
should have priority? We can only say: The church must do the one and not neglect
the other. Christians, remember the Lord’s commission is to preach the gospel
everywhere. This assignment was given to you, his church. He has not given it to
anyone else. Unless the church proclaims the good news, it will not be heard.
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Some, however, object. They say: “Why trouble people in foreign countries? They
have their own cultures. They have their own religions, their own way of worshiping
god. Why force your religion and culture on them?”” Others say: “What these people
need is not your religion but an improved economy. You must help raise their
standard of living. Show them how they can develop their agriculture and their use of
natural resources. Bring them the benefits of modern medicine. They don’t need a
message that talks about heaven; they need a social gospel that will improve their
present lives.”

SRIM, —E8 NARBRRCX pi o AATT3E: AT A4 E N TRIBRIGIE 2 AT 14 H
O3 AATA B CREE, ABATE CHEFRR T AR AR I = 2R
ARG ABATINE 2 S Ah—Le NNk TR NPT 2T, AR mPIEE, 1M
ST Ko AR ZIEE B m AT AR S Ko AT R s TE R R kSt
AT AL LS BRI B AR B . e aa AT TR Ak o A AT AN 5 2 — A
A RREREE: AT E A OEEAA A A E . 7
No other way

That is not what Jesus says. He warns: “What good will it be for a man if he gains
the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?”” (Matthew 16:26). God has provided only one
way for a soul to be saved: Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. “There is no other name
under heaven given to men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). That is why the
church’s mission is to preach the good news in all the world. It fulfills its mission
only as it leads people to repent of their sins and look in faith to Christ for
forgiveness.
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But what about the sick in countries where doctors and nurses are few and medical
help is unavailable? What about the poverty and starvation that a drought or poor
crops bring? As the church preaches the good news, it will not ignore the sick and
poor, the hungry children and starving adults. It will open health centers, provide
medicines, distribute food, dig wells, and do what it can to improve the lives of those
who suffer. All of this, however, will not replace its gospel mission; rather, it will
support the proclamation of God’s mercy with acts of love and kindness. Its primary
mission “to all creation” must, however, remain the Lord’s command: “Preach the
good news.”
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In the congregation

But what about those whom the Holy Spirit has already brought to faith? What
responsibility does the church have toward those whom the Lord has gathered into his
flock? What is the church’s mission to its members? To you? To put it another way,
what should Christians, who are the church, do for one another?

EHET

AR C 4 E RIG 5 ORI AN ERENE ? Besht iR C 4 A 2t =F
BT ERR T ER? Bt KINES 2 aR? fba)ify, £
B, RLEZH A BINATT, A ATT L 124 B R i A 4 A e 2

Nurture

You have seen pictures of starving children in Africa. For a child to live and to
grow, the body needs nourishment. Loving parents want to provide what is needed.
How they grieve when they see the children they gave birth to threatened by
starvation!

Similarly, the Lord’s Great Commission to teach and preach does not end when
someone is brought to faith. Spiritual life is not to be snuffed out again because of
starvation. Through teaching and preaching, the Lord wants the church to feed and
nurture the new life he has created in the hearts of believers. The church has a
responsibility to nurture all within its flock.
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People of all ages

Included in God’s flock are, first of all, the children. Parents, indeed, have primary
responsibility not only for the physical but also the spiritual lives of their children.
Yet, the Lord’s command to his church to baptize and teach applies also to infants and
children. The Lord told Peter: “Feed my lambs.” Parents, be thankful that the Lord
has made you part of God’s family, the church. It provides various educational
opportunities to help you bring up your children “in the training and instruction of the
Lord” (Ephesians 6:4).
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Adolescents as well as younger and older men and women are also in the
congregation. In writing to Timothy and Titus, Paul instructs them how they are to
serve people of all ages (1 Timothy 5:1,2; Titus 2:1-6). These all need to be nourished
and nurtured spiritually while they live in a dangerous world and daily face the
temptations that can destroy faith. How important are the opportunities for Bible
study that the church provides in addition to regular Sunday worship!
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Comfort for the troubled

The sick have a special need for the church’s spiritual ministry. James writes: “Is
any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him . . . in
the name of the Lord” (5:14). Those who are sick need the visits and prayers of their
brothers and sisters in the faith.
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Christians will not escape the troubles of this life. They too get depressed, and the
church will not ignore this. “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will
fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2). Paul tells the Thessalonians: “Encourage one
another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing” (1 Thessalonians 5:11).
The Lord of the church reminded even the earliest New Testament Christians to
nurture one another by Christian counseling.
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The world, too, recognizes the importance of counseling for those who have
traumatic experiences and for the troubled and depressed. Counselors are to help
people cope, but all that the world can offer is counseling based on secular humanistic
philosophy. This addresses itself to human reason, and hopes to build self-esteem by
encouraging people to use the powers they may not even realize they have. In contrast,
members of the family of God will counsel one another by pointing to the compassion
and wisdom of their omnipotent heavenly Father. They will speak of his forgiving




love that shows how precious we are to him. They will use the divine Word by which
the Spirit of God acts powerfully in weak and troubled human hearts.
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Correction for sinners

The battle against sin never ends, even for those in the family of God. Sin destroys
faith, and no congregation dare ignore this. The Corinthian congregation thought it
could, but Paul warns the members: “You are proud!” They did not do anything about
the man guilty of incest, but Paul tells them: “Shouldn’t you rather have been filled
with grief and have put out of your fellowship the man who did this?”” (1 Corinthians
5:2).
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“You are proud!” That is true when the church ignores sin in its midst. Pride thinks
that indifference toward sin will cause no harm. A proud church sets its own mind
above the Word of God and fails to call sin, sin. That the world with its humanistic
pride will call sex outside marriage or homosexual relationships “alternate life styles”
can be expected because the world is under the rule of Satan. A church that joins the
world in such claims sets itself above God’s holy Word. Such arrogance will only
bring harm to its members.
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Therefore, the church must admonish, reprove, and correct those who fall into sin.
Jesus tells us how Christians will repeatedly try to reform a sinning brother or sister
(Matthew 18:15-17). Paul expresses loving concern for those who succumb to
temptation when he writes: “Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are
spiritual should restore him gently” (Galatians 6:1).
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More than words of correction may be necessary. Paul tells the Corinthians:
“Shouldn’t you rather . . . have put out of your fellowship the man who did this?”” The
Lord Jesus told the disciples that if a sinner persists impeni-tently in his sin, they are
to “treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector” (Matthew 18:17). We call this
excommunication.
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The purpose in excluding impenitent sinners is not to give a congregation the
appearance of absolute purity, as though that were possible. Even the apostle Paul in
his life never reached the perfection that those demand who hold that Christians can
and must become perfect or holy in their lives. In this world the church is a hospital
for sinners. Likewise, the purpose of excluding impenitent sinners is not just to “get
rid of all the hypocrites.” Only God can look into the heart and recognize hypocrisy.
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The purpose of all correction is repentance, so that “his spirit [may be] saved on the
day of the Lord,” as Paul tells the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 5:5). The church’s
mission is to sinners, to call them to repentance and assure them of the Lord’s
complete forgiveness in Christ for all eternity. Thus, the church will nurture God’s
people when they fall into sin and are in danger of eternal destruction.
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A continuing need
Indeed, the church’s mission to “preach the good news to all creation” includes you
and every member of your congregation. God tells you to “let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as
you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God”
(Colossians 3:16).
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You could see how important it is for the church to nurture its members with the
saving Word when you visited Tom, whom you had not seen in church for over a year.



“Don’t worry about me,” he assured you. “I was baptized and confirmed. My parents
were good church members. I’ll never give up my faith. I don’t need to hear the same
thing over and over again in church.” You reminded him of Paul’s words, “If you
think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!” (1 Corinthians 10:12). His
response was, “I know the Ten Commandments. I’'m a good husband and father. I'm
not one who will fall.” How much he needed to hear the same message over and over
again! How much he needed to hear again and again that he is a sinner and that his sin
will condemn him. How much he needed to hear again and again that he is saved
alone by the grace of God in Christ, that not the good works he thinks he is doing will
save him, but only the forgiveness Jesus won for him on the cross. Yes, the €hristian
faith needs to be nurtured, or those who once had it will turn to hopes that deceive and
security that is a fiction.
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Paul also recognized that those who were brought to faith needed to be nurtured.
He addressed his inspired etters to people who already were Christians, to “the
saints . . . , the faithful in Christ Jesus.” The entire Bible is God’s gift to the church so
that it is equipped to meet the needs of his people.
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“He who stands firm to the end will be saved” (Mat-thew 24:13). That is why the
church needs to continually nurture and feed each Christian’s faith with the Word of
Life.
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One mission

Some say: “The church should not spend so much time and effort preaching to
itself. It is selfish to use its resources to serve those who already have heard the gospel.
Its one mission is to reach out with the gospel. The Lord said, ‘Go into all the world.””
P—f
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Scripture does not place the two in conflict with one another. The church does not
have two missions, one to its members, another to the world. The Lord gave one
command: preach and teach the good news to all creation. That includes those who
have already been brought to faith as well as the vast world of unbelievers. Both are
included in the Lord’s commission. You cannot do one and omit the other.
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Only as the church nourishes the faith of its members with the gospel of peace will
these Christians be motivated and equipped to bring the peace of the gospel to
perishing sinners. Paul says of himself and his fellow Christians: “It is written: ‘I
believed; therefore | have spoken.” With that same spirit of faith we also believe and
therefore speak™ (2 Co-rinthians 4:13). Those who believe are moved to speak and
proclaim the Word of Life to all the world.

R BA AT 2 AR S 5 77 R A A5 O, IR e B E A S iU A
RN, R AR S 4 R K T g AT DR % IR B4t B AT Atk ) 2
BAEAER B “ERMBEAE O, BN BidEd: FLEE, Brilanthi
e 7 (FIRZ a4 4:13) o JBLEHR{E B ABURRBHE R R N RIRIFE U A d
8.

Mission statement

The mission of the church as discussed here in chapters four and five should be
recognized as the mission of every Christian congregation or church body (synod), the
visible gatherings of believers through which the church functions in this world. In
order to focus on its God-given mission, a congregation or synod may adopt a mission
state-ment, which affirms the purpose of its existence. An example is the mission
statement of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod:
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As men, women, and children united in faith and worship by the Word of God,

the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod exists to make disciples

throughout the world for time and for eternity, using the gospel to win the lost

for Christ and to nurture believers for lives of Christian service, all to the glory

of God.
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6. The Church: How does it carry out its mission?
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When you joined Faith Ev. Lutheran Church of Centerville, you regularly attended
the Sunday services. You considered this important, and that is why you became a
member. The liturgy, the prayers and hymns, and the Scripture readings, sermon, and
sacraments kept you mindful of God’s mercy and love and gave you opportunity for
thanksgiving and praise.
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On a certain Sunday, the service folder announced the annual meeting of the
congregation. One of the members invited you to come with him, and you wondered
why you should attend. You were satisfied with the Sunday services. What was the
purpose of this meeting? Nevertheless, you accepted the invitation.
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After the opening devotion, officers of the congregation and chairmen of boards
and committees presented reports. Plans were made for the next year, elections were
held, and a budget was adopted. The congregation’s support of missions was
determined, and goals were set. You were amazed at the great amount of “business”
the church had to attend to.
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Objectives, goals, methods

The Lord Jesus is the head of the church. He controls, directs, and guides
everything according to his wisdom and will. The Lord has placed his church into this
world. As we noted earlier, his church is present in gatherings like congregations and
synods, and his members live and function in this present world. His church, like
every group of people living together, is subject to certain limitations and needs.
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A congregation must gather for worship at a certain place. The first believers “[met]
together in the temple courts” (Acts 2:46) after Pentecost day. As the church spready
believers met in houses or synagogues or alongside a river. The church needsa place



or building, not because the Lord directly commands this, but to carry out its gospel
mission in the world.
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Like any organization or business, the church makes plans, sets objectives and
goals, needs money, and provides for organization so that all things are done in an
orderly way. That is the way God wants it. However, the church must never forget
that it is not a mere human organization or business. It has Jesus as its head, and its
objectives are determined by his Word. Human businesses and organizations have
worldly objectives, which may include serving people with a good product or gaining
power and prestige, but most often the final objective is to show financial profit on the
bottom line.
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The purpose for which the church exists is to proclaim the gospel for the salvation
of souls. That purpose determines its objectives, and these are rooted in Scripture. The
following is an example of what a congregation or synod may include in stating its
objectives:
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1. To uphold and testify to the truth of God as fully revealed in the inspired,
inerrant, infallible Holy Scriptures and articulated in the Lutheran
—Con-fessions;
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2. To seize every opportunity the Lord provides to evangelize lost souls and
establish ministering churches throughout the world,;
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3. To help each other grow and mature in the faith through public worship
and life-long study of the Word of God;
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4. To encourage and equip each other for the application of our faith in lives
of Christian service, for the Lord, his church, and his world;
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5. To recruit and train candidates qualified for full-time ministry and provide
for their continuing education so that the Word of God is proclaimed
faithfully and effectively in accord with the Lutheran Confessions.20
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To carry out these objectives, the church needs money and property, but the
acquisition of these does not become an objective of the church. The church does not
exist for financial profit. As it does its work with money and property, there is no
“bottom line.” It receives its support from the offerings of God’s people, and these
offerings are a fruit of their faith, not obligations imposed by law. The church’s
concern is to practice good stewardship so that the offerings that God’s people
provide may effectively help carry out the objectives of its gospel mission.
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To carry out its objectives, the church has to plan. Without planning, there is
disorder, if not chaos. What the Lord told the Corinthians about their worship lives
applies to all activities of the church: “Everything should be done in a fitting and
orderly way” (1 Corinthians 14:40). You cannot construct a building without plans or
funds. The church must plan the time of services. The pastor has to prepare his
sermon and the rest of the service, and the organist must plan what to play. Joint Bible
study also requires planning, and so it is with everything the congregation does,
including its joint work with other congregations in the synod (mission work and
training workers). Like every other human organization, the church needs to plan. All
of this requires sound reasoning and good judgment in making decisions.
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In its planning, however, the church will always remember: The Lord is the head of
the church, and we must watch for the doors he opens. We must not think that we are
in control. Paul planned to do mission work in Bithynia, but God determined
otherwise (Acts 16:7-9). As in all things, so also in the church’s planning we must say,
“If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that” (James 4:15). In planning, the
church employs not only its reason, but also its faith, trusting in God’s promises and
leadership, and knowing that he hears the church’s prayers. Reason without faith



relies on man and puts him alone in control. Faith without reason may go beyond
God’s promises and tempt the Lord rather than hold to his Word.
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Part of good planning is setting goals. Goals can help us be active in a purposeful
way. They state what we want to accomplish within a determined time. The car dealer
may set the goal of selling 100 cars during the month of May. Having this goal, he
will determine how advertising may help him reach the goal.
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The church, too, may set goals. It may determine how much money it wants to
collect for a certain project, or how many missionaries it plans to send into world
fields in the next year. It will then do what is necessary to reach its goals. These are
matters which, to a degree at least, are within the control of the church. It can make
the arrangements necessary to collect funds, and it can extend the required calls to
those who are to serve as missionaries. Yet even these matters that appear to be under
the church’s control are still dependent on the Lord. The Holy Spirit alone can
produce willing hearts that give generously, and it is the Holy Spirit who moves the
missionary to accept the call he has received.
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However, the church cannot set goals in some areas because they are totally outside
its control. For example, the church cannot set a goal for the number of people it will
bring to faith in the next year, because this is the work of the Holy Spirit. We confess:
“The Holy Spirit produces faith, where and when it pleases God, in those who hear
the Gospel.”?* We can set a goal for the number of preaching services we will have,
when and how often we will have joint Bible study, and when and to whom to make
evangelism calls, but the Holy Spirit alone works faith.
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As the church plans and sets goals, and as it goes about its mission, it must not seek
to become autonomous. The Lord is its head. The church goes about its work
prayerfully, asking for the Lord’s guidance and blessing. “Your will be done, O Lord,”
is part of every prayer and defines the spirit in which the church functions.
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The church also follows certain methods as it pursues its goals. Paul advised the
churches in Galatia and Corinth on the method they should use to collect money for
the needy in Jerusalem. (Read 1 Corinthians 16:1-4.) Similarly today, weekly offering
envelopes are a common method a congregation uses to gather the money required to
continue its mission. A congregation may use Robert’s Rules of Order as the method
for conducting its meetings, or it may adopt a constitution that contains by-laws that
may prescribe certain methods.
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We must, however, remember that God does not set down any laws in Scripture
that determine our methods. The church must take care lest its methods become
ecclesiastical laws imposed on its members. They are nothing more than guides for
orderly procedure. If they are used to motivate members toward God-pleasing action,
they get in the way of the gospel. The world may use methods to motivate that appeal
to pride or shame or self-esteem or that apply coercion, but the success the world may
have with such methods must not tempt the church to adopt them, even if its use of
such methods results in outward success. These methods are not compatible with the
gospel. Only the gospel of God’s love in Christ will move Christians to actions that
have the Lord’s approval and blessing.
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Thus, because God has given no specific commands and laws in this regard, the
church has freedom in setting its goals, in planning, and in adopting methods.
Nevertheless, the church must remain focused on the mission God gave it and keep its
objectives in mind, for these are imbedded in God’s Word. Also, in every
congregation, the Lord Jesus must remain the “head over everything for the church”
(Ephesians 1:22). In whatever the church does, it must listen to the voice of its
Redeemer and Lord as he speaks in the Scriptures.
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Growth

At the conclusion of the congregational meeting, the chairman asked, “Is there any
new business?” A concerned member spoke up. “I’d like to ask a question, and
perhaps we should discuss it. Why doesn’t our congregation grow faster? In the last
five years we have grown by only 25 members. That’s an average of only five per
year. What’s our problem?” Another member joined in, “I read of a church that grew
to over 1,000 members in less than ten years. | think we should find out what they are
doing and where we are failing.”
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The Lord wants his church to grow, both spiritually and in numbers. On the one
hand, he wants the members of his family to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). He wants Christians who are “like
newborn babies” to “grow up in your salvation.” This happens as they “crave pure
spiritual milk” (1 Peter 2:2). Christians are to grow spiritually and to mature in their
faith.
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What must the church do to bring about this growth, and what can’t it do? Paul
understood this well. He wrote: “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God madg
it grow” (1 Corinthians 3:6). Any farmer or gardener will understand the point Paul'is



making. The seeds we plant and water will grow, but not because we have put life into
them. God is the one who gives life in all of nature. The church can, and must, plant
the seed of the gospel in people’s hearts and water it with the water of life, but that is
all it can do. It cannot reach into people’s hearts and compel acceptance and growth.
Spiritual life and growth is God’s work and not the church’s.
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When the member at the meeting raised the question about the lack of his
congregation’s growth, he was, however, not thinking of the spiritual growth of its
members. He was talking of the outward growth in numbers. In the discussion, some
pointed out that they needed more members to help pay the congregation’s growing
expenses. Others feared that if they gained too many new members, the pleasant
family feeling would be lost. Soon the members would not know one another
anymore. Besides, the church building would soon become too small, and the
congregation would face a very expensive building project. The pros and cons of
outward growth were discussed and then referred to another meeting.
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Does the Lord want his church to grow in number? There can be no question that
he does. The Lord “wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth”
(1 Timothy 2:4). The congregation in Jerusalem experienced outward growth as “the
Lord added to their number daily” (Acts 2:47). The Lord has promised that his Word
will be effective. As rain and snow water the earth so that it yields its fruits, so the
Lord promises to make his Word “achieve the purpose for which I sent it” (Isaiah
55:11). If the church goes and makes “disciples of all nations,” perceivable outward
growth in numbers will follow as the Lord grants success. The Lord wants both
spiritual growth in his people and outward growth in numbers.
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The church, however, can become too concerned about numbers and almost
obsessed with the desire for outward growth. This can become an objective in itself
rather than the result of faithfully carrying out the church’s scriptural purpose and
objectives. Some feel the church will become a greater influence in the community
because there is strength in numbers. Also, more people can help support the church
financially. Growth gives the congregation a positive feeling of success. Soon,
outward growth becomes a goal, and the church adopts methods that it believes
cannot fail to attract more people to its fellowship. On the other hand, it is tempted to
avoid doing anything that seems to stand in the way of numerical growth.
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Much in Scripture does not make sense to people’s natural reason. Scripture itself
says that the gospel is foolishness to unbelievers. The church that is too concerned
about numbers may be tempted to make God’s Word and the gospel more rational, to
tone down salvation “by grace alone” in favor of human cooperation, to explain
miracles scientifically, to make Jesus more human than divine, to harmonize the
creation account with theories that presume to describe the world’s and man’s origins
by an evolutionary process, or to modify church practices like “close communion”
that may be seen as a hindrance to growth. If the church changes biblical doctrine or
practices based on Scripture, it is seeking to gain control of what God has reserved for
himself. It places its own reason above revelation. If such methods are used for the
sake of numerical growth, the results will be spiritual decay even if there is outward
growth.
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In the 1950s a missionary in India for the Disciples of Christ, Donald McGavrany
was troubled by the lack of numerical growth. Certainly God wants growth. Why isn’t



it taking place? What can the church do to promote it? His concerns began what has
become known as the Church Growth Movement.
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As a movement, it is not limited to one denomination. Devotees in various churches,
including some that are Lutheran, have adopted or adapted the movement’s strategies
and methods. Others, however, have shown the erroneous Evangelical/Reformed
theological roots of the movement and consequent unbiblical methods.??> The
movement’s use of visions and goals goes beyond the church’s circle of responsibility.
It looks to a study and use of sociological structures to foster growth and seeks to
determine which society may be most receptive to the church’s message. By its
emphasis on addressing the “felt needs” in a society, it shifts away from the
importance of proclaiming forgiveness in Christ by a proper use of law and gospel
with the ultimate goal of eternal life in heaven. “In the felt needs approach . . .
sanctification becomes the means to fulfill the prospect’s needs for acceptance,
fulfillment, and a better life through victory over sin.”?® Let these brief examples alert
us to the need to examine with discernment based on Scripture any programs and
methods that have as their goal numerical growth. “Sometimes we, too, can fall into
the trap of thinking that strategy spells success, and that outward success is the
ultimate achievement in kingdom work.”?* Everything must be tested in the light of
Scripture and the one great mission the Lord assigned to his church.
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So let the church teach, teach, and continue to teach. Let it use the best preaching
and teaching methods it has learned. Let it preach God’s Word “in season and out of
season” (2 Timothy 4:2). Let it reach out far and wide with the gospel of forgiveness
in Christ. Let it plant the seed and water it. As it does this, let it remember and trust
that God, according to his promise, will make the gospel grow in the hearts of the
hearers. He will give both numerical and spiritual growth according to his good_and
gracious will.
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Expectations
What kind of growth can we expect? What has God promised? What has he not
promised? Are our expectations in line with God’s promises?
BAts
FATAT AR AT A BE R A WE 2 o NVF 1A AW ? At s R VEAT 4 We ?
FATHII 5 by B N VF DR — B T 2

God has promised that his Word will never fail. It will accomplish its God-
appointed purpose. The gospel is called “the power of God for the salvation of
everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16), so expect miracles when you speak God’s
Word. Turning an unbeliever to faith is indeed a miracle, and God promises such
miracles. We can speak confidently when we proclaim his good news.
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God has not promised that everyone who hears the good news will come to faith.
The church cannot expect more success than its Lord. Jesus revealed himself as the
Bread of Life whom the Father sent from heaven, as the one who came to give life to
sinners. What gracious words he spoke! Yet we read: “On hearing it, many of his
disciples said, ‘This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?’” (John 6:60). They turned
back and no longer followed him. Jesus grieved because the people of Jerusalem
rejected his loving effort to gather them as chicks under his wings (Luke 13:34). The
Lord did not force his will on those who were unwilling. The Holy Spirit does not
work faith with irresistible power. When Paul preached Christ and his resurrection at
Athens, the result was much sneering and indifference. Only “a few men became
followers of Paul and believed” (Acts 17:34). Our Savior has told us that many will
enter through the wide gate that leads to destruction. Only few will find and pass
through the narrow gate that leads to life (Matthew 7:13,14).
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Does this make us feel that the church’s mission can only hope for limited success?
Will this dampen our expectations when we follow the Lord’s command to “make
disciples of all nations”? How do we measure success? And growth? Even one sinner
who repents and turns in faith to the Lord Jesus causes rejoicing in heaven. Should the
one repenting sinner bring us less joy because many failed to see their need for
repentance? Dare we say that the Lord failed to provide the growth he promised? Or
should we ask whether we may have failed to really communicate the good news
because we relied on methods and strategies that got in the way of the gospel?

KRR AS, Fe Bl ar R ae e HIAr A IR A Besi e 2 A 1ERBE
7 A 25T RAMR A TR, X g8 JATH AR IR v sk 2 A T i e
PEAS I AR ? B — AN R A O S ERBR LB, ik R B EARIR
IR 2 NIZBEE BAA T O 77 22, i — = e i g N 42 AT RUR
S/ N7 FRATTHIC U L R A RV A A BRI T B IRATT N 0
7 15 O FRATHCEE A L 42 BHL 1 4@ 2 1 77 VAR SREmE MO FRA 1 R e T L IR
P B ?

The Lord has told us that already “before the creation of the world” he chose or
predestined certain people “to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ” (Ephesians
1:4,5). We can be assured that the Lord will bring all his elect to faith and salvation.
When Paul preached in Antioch, “all who were appointed for eternal life believed”
(Acts 13:48). Not one of God’s elect will be unreached, for “those he predestined, he
also called” (Romans 8:30). Not one of the elect will lose salvation. Even the “false
Christs and false prophets” with their “signs and miracles” will not be able “to
deceive the elect.” Yet for their sake the Lord will shorten those final days (Mark
13:20-22). These are God’s promises.
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Will these promises of God lead to a fatalistic attitude toward mission outreach?
Will they lead Christians to say: “The Lord will save his elect. Nothing | do will bring
this about or prevent this. The Lord doesn’t need me”? Human reason may ask such
questions, but faith remembers all the promises and commands of God. It does not
question God when our reason does not comprehend all of God’s inscrutable ways.
Instead, it relies on what God has revealed for our comfort, encouragement, and
guidance: Christ Jesus died for the sins of the whole world; God wants all people to
be saved through faith in Christ; he commanded us to go and preach this good news in
all the world; and through this preaching God has determined to gather those whom
he chose before the creation of the world for salvation. We will not ask: Why did“he



choose some and not others? Is this person to whom I am speaking one of God’s elect?
Why doesn’t God simply work faith in the hearts of all people? The Christian will not
permit his reason to ask questions the Lord has not answered in Scripture. In faith the
church and its members will strive to carry out the gospel mission the Lord has given
them. The church will reach out confidently, knowing that the Lord will surely bring
his elect into his fold through its preaching and teaching.
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Conclusion to Part 11
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“The church should not spend so much time preaching about eternal life. It should
concern itself with our present life.” “Our congregation is sending too much money to
world missions. We should keep it in the congregation to help pay for the new
fellowship hall.” “Our Christian day school costs too much. The church shouldn’t be
in the business of education.” “I don’t know why the pastor is after me to come to
Bible class. I learned all I need when | was confirmed.” Not all people agree on what
the church’s mission is and how it is to carry out its work.
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In thinking about these things, you must begin with questions like these: Why are
you a member of the church? What do you expect of it? What is its mission? And
yours? The Lord Jesus gives the answer in the Great Commission: “Go and make
disciples of all nations.” “Preach the good news to all creation.” What a simple and
yet stupendous mission!
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It is difficult for the church to stick to its task, and the history of Roman
Catholicism shows how tempting it is for the church to become a power in the world.
Many Protestant and Reformed churches have turned from saving people for eternity
to saving society from its present ills. When the gospel seems slow in producing
results, we are tempted to help it along with methods and skills of our devising. We
think human persuasion must help where the Spirit is being resisted and that logical
explanations must make God’s mysteries and miracles rationally acceptable.
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We seem to be few in number among the world’s billions. In each generation,
compared to the multitudes of unbelievers, “few” enter eternal life at the narrow gates
But as they hear the Lord’s gracious welcome, “Come, you who are blessed by my
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the



world” (Matthew 25:34), they will join the redeemed of all times and places. What a
host that will be, a multitude too great to count, “from every nation, tribe, people and
language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb.” Wearing white robes
and holding palm branches in their hands, they will fill heaven with their loud voices
as they cry: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb”
(Revelation 7:9,10). This is the ultimate objective of the church’s mission: Glory to
God in the highest!
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Part 111
The Ministry of the Church
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7. The Ministry: Who is a minister?
7. WEATCUARSEIR?

“Last Sunday we had a guest preacher. He encouraged our young people to study
for the ministry. He said we needed many more pastors and teachers.” “Several
Sundays ago our pastor said in a sermon that we are all ministers. The way he
explained it made sense, but now I’'m confused. Who is a minister?”’
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Ministry is service

“Whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister” (Matthew 20:26
KJV). In the NIV this verse is translated: “Whoever wants to become great among
you must be your servant.” The Greek word that the KJV translated “minister” is
translated “servant” in the NIV. A minister is a servant, and ministry is service.
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When Jesus spoke these words he was not telling his disciples that someone
becomes great by becoming a minister in the sense of a pastor. Rather, by serving
people one becomes great. He points to himself: “Just as the Son of Man did not come
to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28).
Thus, every pastor is a minister or servant, but not every minister or servant is a pastor.
So the question arises: Who in the church is a minister or servant?
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Service has two aspects. A servant serves the one who gives the commands. He
also serves those who benefit from his service. Even Jesus said of himself that he was
sent to do the Father’s will, but at the same time he served the whole world of sinners
by becoming the ransom for their sins. When we speak of ministers or servants in the
church, who are they? And whose servants are they? Whom do they serve? What
service is expected of them?
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Ministry of the gospel

In the previous part we considered the church’s mission. When our Savior gave his
church its great commission, he also designated those who were to serve in carrying it
out. To whom was Jesus speaking when he said, “Go and make disciples”? Or when
he commanded, “Preach the good news”? He was talking to his disciples, those who
believed in him. That includes not only the Twelve, but all who until the “end of the
age” would come to faith. That includes you and me.
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To whom were they to go? Whom are they, or we, to serve? “All creation.” This
includes people everywhere in the whole world. What is the assignment? They, and
we, are to communicate the good news of salvation, the gospel. Through the ministry
of the gospel, the Holy Spirit brings people to faith and keeps them in the faith. “Faith
comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ”
(Romans 10:17). We acknowledge this in the Augsburg Confession: “In order that we
may obtain this faith, the ministry of teaching the Gospel and administering the
sacraments was instituted.”?®
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Ministry of the keys

Sometimes we speak of the ministry of the gospel as the ministry of the keys. Petex;
speaking for all the disciples, had made a good confession to Jesus, calling him “the



Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus told Peter, “I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven” (Matthew 16:19).
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On the basis of this passage the Roman pope claims special power in the church for
himself. He maintains that since Jesus gave Peter the keys, he alone has the power of
binding and loosing, of opening or closing heaven through the power of
excommunication. What is more, the pope, claiming to be Peter’s successor, says he
has exclusive use of the keys today. The pope has used this power quite arbitrarily to
force his will on people. It was unsuccessfully used against Luther to force him to
recant his teachings.
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Is it true that Jesus gave the keys of the kingdom of heaven only to Peter? In
Matthew 18:18, we hear Jesus giving the same binding and loosing power to all the
disciples. The Roman pope’s conclusion is false. Likewise, his claim to be Peter’s
successor is false.
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What is the binding and loosing Jesus speaks about? In John 20:23 Jesus states it in
these words: “If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive
them, they are not forgiven.” Loosing is forgiving sins; binding is not forgiving sins.
Jesus again was speaking to all the disciples, including you and all believers. God has
entrusted his keys to Christians, individually and collectively.
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How can you forgive sins? There is only one way. You say to the penitent sinner:
“For the sake of Jesus’ death, your sins are forgiven.” The gospel is the key that
looses sins, that opens heaven. To the individual penitent sinner, it applies_the
forgiveness which Jesus won on the cross for the whole world. Faith lays hold of that
forgiveness, trusting that Jesus’” word is true.
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This loosing key was used by the prophet Nathan. David confessed his sin of
adultery and murder: “I have sinned against the LORD.” To penitent David, Nathan
could say: “The LORD has taken away your sin” (2 Samuel 12:13). John sums this up
for us in these words: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive
us our sins” (1 John 1:9). The church, which includes all believers, must speak this
word of forgiveness, using the loosing key.
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This same gospel, when it is withheld, “retains sins” and closes heaven. Those who
deny their sins, delight in them, feel no remorse over them, and want to continue in
them are impenitent. John writes: “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves
and the truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8). Until someone repents, the gospel of
forgiveness must be withheld. That is the binding key. The full condemnation of the
law still rests on this person because of impenitence or unbelief. “Whoever does not
believe will be condemned” (Mark 16:16).
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Jesus tells the individual Christian what to do “if your brother sins against you.”
“Show him his fault, just between the two of you” (Matthew 18:15ff.). Calling a
sinner to repentance is the personal responsibility of every Christian, and if the sinner
repents, you will tell him he is forgiven. If he does not listen to you as an individual,
“take one or two others along.” But what if these efforts also fail? Do not give up.
Jesus says further: “Tell it to the church.” Perhaps this larger gathering of Christians
will convince him of his sin and bring him to a contrite confession; you are still
hoping to apply the loosing key. However, “if he refuses to listen even to the church,
treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.” He is excluded from_the
congregation when the binding key is applied, and “whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven.”
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In the Small Catechism, Luther describes the use of the keys for binding and
loosing as follows:
A Christian congregation with its called pastor uses the keys in accordance
with Christ’s command, by forgiving those who repent of their sin and are
willing to amend, and by excluding from the congregation those who are
plainly impenitent that they may repent. . . . when this is done, it is as valid
and certain in heaven also, as if Christ, our dear Lord, dealt with us himself.
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Priesthood of all believers
When the pastor said that every Christian is a minister, or servant, he was referring
to what is generally called the priesthood of all believers. To appreciate what this
means let’s take a look into the Old Testament.
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Among God’s people in the Old Testament times, only the descendants of Aaron
could serve as priests. Their specific responsibility was to serve in the temple and
bring the various sacrifices that God required. That is the way these priests served
God and his people. All of that came to an end when Jesus, our high priest, offered
himself as the one perfect sacrifice. “We have been made holy through the sacrifice of
the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (Hebrews 10:10). It was impossible for the
former sacrifices, which consisted in “the blood of bulls and goats” to take away sins.
That is why they had to be repeated as a “reminder of sins.” These sacrifices
performed according to God’s law were “only a shadow of the good things that are
coming—mnot the realities themselves” (Hebrews 10:1,3). In Christ the reality of
complete forgiveness once for all is here. The sacrifices that were shadows have
ended, and so has the special order of priests that performed them for the people.
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Now in the New Testament, Peter refers to all believers as “a chosen people, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God” (1 Peter 2:9). Believers
belong to God in a very special way. He has chosen them to be his very own, and he
paid the price of his Son’s blood to redeem them from sin. That blood cleansed them
so that God declares them holy. He calls his people a “royal priesthood” or, as in
verse five, “a holy priesthood.” Think of it! When the Lord brought you to faith and
made you his own, he said to you, “You now are one of my priests.”
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You, of course, are not to function by offering the Old Testament sacrifices. Those
shadows are a thing of the past, and you certainly are not to bring some kind of further
sacrifice for sin. “There is no longer any sacrifice for sin” (Hebrews 10:18). Jesus
accomplished this once for all. Free from sin, you now belong to a “holy priesthood”
that offers “spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:5).
Let’s look at some of these spiritual sacrifices that please God because they are
brought through faith in the Lord Jesus.
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God made you his priest so that “you may declare the praises of him who called
you out of darkness into his wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9). You are to praise and
glorify God by telling people how Jesus brought light into your sin-darkened heart. As
you personally lead another sinner out of darkness to the light of the gospel, you are
bringing a spiritual sacrifice precious to your God. The Lord gave you the gospel and
made you one of his priests so that you might pass the good news on to others:
Nothing brings God greater glory and praise than for you to say, “Take my lips and/et
them be filled with messages from thee” (Christian Worship [CW] 469:3).
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Your prayers are also spiritual sacrifices you offer to God. The Lord wants you as a
priest to come with your petitions, praises, and thanksgiving. Pray not only for
yourself since the Lord invites us also to “pray for each other” (James 5:16). He wants
you to call on him “in the day of trouble,” your trouble or that of anyone else. What
glory comes to him as he keeps his promises of deliverance! What glory is his when
we then honor him with our spiritual sacrifice of thanksgiving (Psalm 50:14,15)!
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Turning a fellow Christian from sin is another type of spiritual sacrifice. “If
someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently”
(Galatians 6:1). Or “if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should
bring him back, remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will
save him from death” (James 5:19,20). The Lord is honored by such spiritual
sacrifices on the part of his “priests.”
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“Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. Take my moments and my
days; let them flow in ceaseless praise” (CW 469:1). Paul urges Christians “to offer
your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of
worship” (Romans 12:1). When people see you live your life as a Christian, when
they see that you serve God through a life in service to others and not of self, when
you let your light shine, when your Christianity shows in what you say and do, this
brings glory to your Father in heaven (Matthew 5:16). Your spiritual sacrifice is to
say, “Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee” (CW 469:6).
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“In Christ we who are many form one body.” That is the church. Paul goes on to
say about every believer, “Each member belongs to all the others” (Romans 12:5). If
we belong to one another, we will serve or minister to one another because every
member is a servant or minister.
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With this in mind, the Lord gave gifts to each of his members. They are not all the
same. Paul mentions some of these different gifts: prophesying, serving, teaching,
encouraging, contributing to the needs of others, leading others, and showing mercy
(Romans 12:6-8). Each gift may lend itself to serving in a different way, even as an
eye does not serve the same purpose in the human body as the ear or tongue or foot.
We must remember, however, that they are all gifts of the Spirit, given by God “for
the common good.”
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As one of God’s elect priests, you will want to use the gifts God has given to you in
your personal life and in the many contacts you have with other people. You will let
your light shine, as the Lord gives opportunity. As a parent or child, brother or sister,
relative or friend, or fellow worker or neighbor, you will remember that you are one
of God’s royal priests. You will function in a way that your gifts may serve others in
their needs.
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The mission of the church is also your life’s mission. Yes, “everyone is a minister,”
everyone whom the Lord has made one of his royal priests. Your lips have a message,
the good news of salvation. Your life has a purpose, to “declare the praises of him
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9). You, and every
individual Christian, have an important personal ministry.
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But what about your pastor? Have you replaced him? Since everyone is a minister,
is there no need for a pastor? The fact that the Lord made every Christian a priest who
is to serve or minister does not make every believer a pastor. The Lord has more to
say about this. The next chapter will concern itself with the public ministry.
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8 The Ministry: What is the public ministry?

8. BL: HARAKREIL?

Your congregation held a special meeting to call a pastor. The pastor who had
served your congregation for the past 20 years had retired. You were not sure how
you should go about calling a replacement. For the first time in 20 years, your
congregation was looking for someone to serve you in the public ministry. Many
questions were discussed. What are a pastor’s responsibilities? What will you expect
of him? How do you find out who is qualified? You even wondered whether your
congregation’s needs required special qualifications. How should the actual calling be
done? What about the salary and other benefits? Calling a new pastor gave your
congregation the opportunity to discuss the whole subject of the public ministry. You
were thankful that you could turn to your synod for help. You appreciated that a
representative of your synod was present as your advisor.
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The public ministry

Ministry is service. The public ministry, then, is public service. Public may mean
the opposite of private. When something is done as a public service, that may mean
that it takes place in the presence of many people, out in the open where others can
observe what is happening. The action is not done in private. More, however, is
involved when we speak of a person holding a public office. A public official;"a



senator or governor or policeman, acts not simply as an individual person, but on
behalf of and for the benefit of those who have placed him or her into office.
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Similarly, whoever serves the church in the public ministry is not functioning as an
individual person, but for those who have called him. Such a person does much work
in public. For example, when the pastor preaches, he does not do so in private, but out
in the open for all to hear. When, however, he gives communion to someone in the
hospital, he does so in private, and we call it “private communion.” When he counsels
someone, he does so confidentially in a private setting. But, whether the pastor serves
before many people or in a private situation, he is serving in the public ministry. In
either case he is doing something required of him as the congregation’s pastor. Since
he is serving on behalf of the congregation, such public ministry is sometimes also
called representative ministry, in contrast to an individual Christian’s personal
ministry.
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Instituted by God

At the meeting at which your congregation intended to call a pastor, the synodical
advisor explained that you were not just hiring a worker for your congregation. He
pointed out that you were asking the Lord to give you a pastor. In fact, those who
serve in the public ministry are serving because the Lord has given them to the
congregation for this service. This sounded strange because you were going to choose
the person by a ballot vote, just as you did when you hired the contractor to build your
church. Was something different happening here? Was this an idea your synod was
promoting to enhance the position of the pastor? Or was this something that God
himself teaches in the Bible?
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It is important to know that God himself instituted the public ministry for his
church. It is important to acknowledge that the Lord Jesus gives the church its public
servants. From among his disciples, Jesus “appointed twelve—designating them
apostles—that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach”
(Mark 3:14). What distinguished the apostles from the other disciples is that they were
chosen for special training and then sent out to preach. They became the first to serve
in the public ministry of the New Testament church. They preached on Pentecost day
and served as the first pastors of the Jerusalem congregation.
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Even after his ascension, the Lord Jesus continues to give his church the servants it
needs. The one who “ascended higher than all the heavens . . . gave some to be
apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and
teachers” (Ephesians 4:10,11). The apostles whom Jesus gave to the early church
were unique because the Holy Spirit used them to give the church the inspired
Scriptures of the New Testament. The Lord has not promised his church further
“apostles” through whom he will give the church further inspired writings. Rather, the
church is to judge all future writing and teaching by means of the inspired writings of
the prophets, apostles, and evangelists as we have them in the Bible. However, the
Lord does continue to give the church those who may be sent out to preach (apostles
in that sense) and who will serve the church with the Word, such as prophets,
evangelists, pastors, and teachers. They do not all function in the same way, but they
all are in the public ministry of the Word which the Lord instituted. Scripture also
uses other titles for them, like bishop, overseer, presbyter, elder, shepherd, and deacon.
All these are given by the Lord to serve his church in the public ministry.
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The Lord gives them to his church so that the gospel may be preached in an orderly
way. We heard that all Christians are to “preach the good news to all creation,” but
consider what could happen in a congregation of Christians, who all are part of the
“universal priesthood,” with the command to “preach.” Scripture reports what
happened in Corinth; public worship became disorderly. Too many people wanted to
use their particular spiritual gifts before the assembled congregation. Paul reminded
them that “God is not a God of disorder but of peace” (1 Corinthians 14:33) and
advised that two or three should speak, one after the other. The others can listen and
carefully weigh what is said. Through the Word they hear, they will be built up in
their faith. For the spiritual well-being of the entire congregation, public preaching
was to be done in an orderly manner. To this end, God instituted the public ministry
and gives the church those who serve in this manner. “Everything should be done in a
fitting and orderly way” (verse 40).
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Different forms of the public ministry

Just as the most common grouping of Christians is the local congregation, so also
the most common form of the public ministry is that of the pastor of a congregation.
God wants every congregation to be provided with the Word and sacraments. The
congregation expects the pastor to serve them by preaching and by administering
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. The members look to him to counsel them, to instruct
and confirm their children, to conduct Bible classes, to visit the sick, to comfort the
dying, and to conduct Christian funeral services. The entire congregational
organization, with its committees and boards, as well as the ladies’, men’s, and youth
groups are usually under his supervision. Surely in the church today, the most
comprehensive and common form of the public ministry is that of the congregation’s
pastor.
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But what shall a congregation do when its pastor cannot perform all these many
functions alone? The congregation at Jerusalem gives us the answer. Even the 12
apostles who were serving them could not take care of all the work, which included
distributing food to the widows of the congregation. There were complaints. By
attempting to do everything themselves, the apostles were in danger of neglecting the
ministry of the Word, but that would not be right. Their solution was this: “Brothers,
choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and
wisdom. We will turn this responsibility [of serving the widows] over to them” (Acts
6:3). Thus the needs within the congregation led them to establish another form of
the public ministry in their midst, that of looking after the congregation’s works of
charity. The men who were chosen are often referred to as deacons.
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Was this proper? Did the Lord directly command them to do this? We answer “Yes”
to the first question and “No” to the second. The Lord blessed what they had done for
we read: “So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased
rapidly” (Acts 6:7). Yet the Lord had not led them to this solution by any specific
command. The congregation was free to solve the “public ministry” problem
according to circumstances, using its best judgment.
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We already noted that the ascended Lord gave his church some to serve as apostles,
as prophets, as evangelists, as pastors and teachers (Ephesians 4:11). Scripture does
not give us an exact job description for each of these ministries, and nowhere does the
Lord command us to have those same offices in the church today. It is doubtful that
our present position of pastor corresponds completely to any one of them. Scripture
leads us to the conclusion: “The one public ministry of the Gospel may assume
various forms, as circumstances demand.”?
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Thus, the Lord gives his church today some as pastors and teachers, others as
professors, as synod and district officers, as world missionaries, as administrators, as
stewardship counselors, etc. Scripture gives no specific word of institution for any of
these forms. All of them, however, are forms of the divinely mandated public ministry
of the gospel. They all contribute to the public proclamation of the Word so that the
church may be edified.
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Some assert that only one office was instituted by the Lord himself, that of pastor
of a local congregation, and that all other forms of the public ministry are auxiliary
offices and are of human origin.?” We must say in response to this that there is no
word of institution for the pastorate of a local congregation or of any particular form
of the public ministry. No laws in the New Testament command the exact form of the
pastorate. In the Old Testament God had done this through ceremonial laws that
applied to the high priest, the priests, and the Levites. They were commanded what to
wear, what to eat, what sacrifices to bring, and what festivals to observe. All details of
their temple service were established by law, and there were severe penalties for
disobedience.
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All of this ended with the coming of Christ, who fulfilled what those laws
foreshadowed. “Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or
with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day”
(Colossians 2:16). God did not replace the laws that had been set aside with new
ceremonial laws that were to apply to the New Testament church and its ministry.
Hence, all ceremonial forms, including the forms the public ministry may assume, are
now a matter of Christian liberty.
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The Roman Catholic Church fails to recognize this freedom. Rome has set up a
hierarchical ministerial structure by ceremonial laws of its own making. It claims that
the pope, as the successor of Peter, is the supreme head of the church. The bishops,by



a process called the “apostolic succession,” are the successors of the apostles. As in
the Old Testament, priests form a class distinct from the laity. Rome claims this
clerical hierarchy is an institution of God that must function according to specific
ecclesiastical laws. These teachings and practices of Rome remind us of the Old
Testament with its ceremonial laws. They conflict with the New Testament public
ministry of the Word established by God, a ministry that has no laws that dictate its
structure and form.
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Motivated by the gospel, the church is indeed intent on following the Lord’s will
regarding his gospel. Besides telling every Christian to be a preacher of the gospel,
the Lord has established the public ministry of the Word. Following the Lord’s will
for good order, a congregation of Christians will set up its public ministry of the
gospel according to whatever forms will best serve the welfare of his church and
glorify God, the Lord of all.
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9 The Ministry: What is the call into the public ministry?
O.FT: HARFAAARBLHIFH?

When the representative from your synod helped your congregation find a new
pastor, he stressed that calling a pastor was not the same as choosing and hiring
someone to paint the inside of your church building. You wondered about this. In
what way was it different? As he explained the entire calling process, the difference
became evident.
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The need for a call

Just what is a call? The Bible says that Christians have been “called to be saints”
(Romans 1:7). Paul tells the Thessalonian Christians that God “called you to this
[saving faith] through our gospel” (2 Thessalonians 2:14). God chose us, and through
the gospel he made us what we are as Christians. We can say that every Christian has
a call from God to be what he is, a member of God’s family and a witness for Christ.
We already took note of the fact that every Christian has been called to a personal
ministry.
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But how does an individual Christian enter the public ministry? The Bible also
speaks of certain individuals being called into special public service. The author of
Hebrews writes about Aaron and the high priests who served in the temple: “No one
takes this honor upon himself; he must be called by God, just as Aaron was”
(Hebrews 5:4). When God called someone, whether to be a priest or prophet, he chose
that person and placed him into his position of public service. This was another call in
addition to the call to be an individual Christian.
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We see that in either case God is the one who is active in a call. He is the one who
calls a sinner to become one of his children, and he is the one who calls one of his
believers to serve in the public ministry. In either case God places someone into a



particular position. God does not hire us to serve him on the basis of an agreement we
make with him. It is not by means of some agreed upon deal that we become
Christians. It is also not by some agreed upon contract that someone serves in the
public ministry. God’s call is a one-way action.
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What is more, unless God calls us, we cannot serve. To the “wicked,” or
unbelievers, God says: “What right have you to recite my laws or take my covenant
on your lips?” (Psalm 50:16). Only Christians are called to be his -witnesses.
Similarly, a special call is necessary to serve in the public ministry. Paul asks the
question: “How can they preach unless they are sent?” (Romans 10:15). Someone
must send or call those who are to serve in the public preaching ministry. Thus, in the
Augsburg Confession we affirm “that nobody should publicly teach or preach or
administer the sacraments in the church without a regular call.”28
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A regular call

What is a “regular call” into the public ministry? We can ask this question in
another way. How does God give the church its public servants? We know that the
apostles were chosen directly by the Lord Jesus. He also directly chose Saul, or Paul,
to be his apostle. In writing to the Galatians, Paul stresses that he is an apostle “sent
not from men nor by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father” (1:1). Paul, like
the other apostles and like Moses and Isaiah and others in the Old Testament, was
called by the Lord in a direct, personal manner. We speak of this as a direct or
immediate call from God.
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But the Lord Jesus is no longer visibly present on earth. He does not directly speak
to someone and call him to be the pastor of a certain congregation. He also has_not
promised to appear before a congregation in some special way and directly tell it whe
is to be its pastor. But he does promise, “where two or three come together in my



name, there am I with them” (Matthew 18:20). So he is with the Christian
congregation as it assembles in his name to choose, or call, a fellow Christian to be its
pastor. Through the call of such a group of Christians, to whom God has entrusted his
Word, the Lord gives his church its public servants. Most often this group of
Christians is the voters’ assembly of a local congregation. It may also be a board or
commission calling in behalf of a church body, or it may be the board of a Lutheran
high school or institutional mission.
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The pope in Rome claims that only he, through his bishops, can ordain priests or
pastors. A congregation must receive them from him. Episcopalians insist that a
congregation receives its pastors through the bishops, who are the successors of the
apostles. It is rather the congregation, made up of God’s chosen people, that calls
someone to serve it in the public ministry. The synodical representative is only an
advisor, but he can guide the congregation to choose someone who is properly
qualified. Only at the request of the congregation may someone make the choice for
them. This is done, for example, when a seminary graduate is called to a congregation.
The choice of the person is left up to the synod’s assignment committee. It is,
however, still the congregation calling.
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Is such a call “from men [or] by man,” as Paul puts it in Galatians 1:1, truly a call
from the Lord? Or are only human beings, fellow Christians, calling? Speaking to the
elders of Ephesus, who had no direct call like the apostles, Paul says that “the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers” over the flock in Ephesus (Acts 20:28). The Holy
Spirit calls through the church when it calls, and that is a “regular call.”
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Luther stressed the importance of the congregation’s call into the public ministry.
He writes: “Because we are all priests of equal standing, no one must push himself
forward and take it upon himself, without our consent and election, to do that for
which we all have equal authority. For no one dare take upon himself what is common
to all without the authority and consent of the community.”29 Against those who
claimed to have a direct call from the Holy Spirit, Luther wrote: “Today He [God]
calls all of us into the ministry of the Word by a mediated call, that is, one that comes
through means, namely, through man. . . . Nevertheless, it is divine. . . . Since the time
of the apostles this has been the usual method of calling in the world. It should not be
changed; it should be exalted, on account of the sectarians, who despise it and lay
claim to another calling, by which they say that the Spirit drives them to teach.”30
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Among today’s “sectarians,” as Luther refers to them, are those bodies that are
influenced by the Pentecostal view that the Holy Spirit works directly in the human
heart, apart from Word and sacraments. So also they claim that the Holy Spirit
directly calls them to public ministry. The Holy Spirit indeed, through the means of
grace, may move an individual Christian to set “his heart on being an overseer
[pastor]” (1 Timothy 3:1). That, however, is not a call to active service in the public
ministry, but this moves an individual to prepare and become available for a call
through the church.
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How should a congregation or group of Christians go about calling someone into
the public ministry? God does not give his church a set of laws defining the calling
process. Paul left Titus in Crete so that he might “appoint elders in every town” (Titus
1:5). We are not told exactly how Titus did this. It is doubtful that he appointed the
elders without participation from the congregations. We have a somewhat more
complete description of the procedure used when the Jerusalem church chose the
seven deacons: they described the position that would take care of the need they had;
they took note of the required qualifications; and they chose seven people with these
qualifications (Acts 6:1-6). Scripture does not inform us whether they had a larger fist



of qualified candidates and chose the seven by ballot or raising of hands, or whether
they nominated and voted on each in turn, or whether they used some other method of
choosing.
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Methods are a matter of Christian liberty. The calling church generally follows a

procedure similar to that used in Jerusalem: determine the needs, adopt a list of
qualified candidates, and complete the election by majority vote. The congregation
agrees to make the election its unanimous choice. This may appear to differ little from
the methods any group may use to decide whom to hire for a certain job, but the
church will remember that the Lord is involved in what it is doing. He is the one who
calls. The church is the body through whom the Lord calls. The members will pray
that the Lord be with them and bless them, and they will ask the Holy Spirit to guide
them in all they do. With such a prayer in their hearts and on their lips, they will act in
the fear of God, using their best judgment in accordance with the Lord’s will as
revealed in the Scriptures.
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Qualifications for the public ministry

As you met with the representative of your synod to call a pastor, the question came
up: “What are we looking for in our new pastor?” The father of several teenagers
spoke up, “We need someone who is good with young people.” Another replied, “We
need someone who is outgoing and friendly and good with people of all ages. Our
former pastor was more inclined to spend time at his desk. |1 know he prepared good
sermons, but I hope our new pastor will get out more among the people.” “We’re in
an expanding community,” a third agreed, “and it’s important that he’s good at
evangelism.”
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The congregation may recognize qualifications that will be helpful for its particular
situation. But what is the will of the Lord, who instituted the public ministry? What
qualifications does he tell the church to look for? We listen to God as he speaks in 1
Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:6-9.
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As to his person, he is to be “above reproach” and “blameless.” This does not speak
of being blameless in the sight of God. Before God we all are guilty sinners. It is only
through faith in the finished redemption Jesus effected on Calvary’s cross that God
declares us to be saints. Blameless has reference to the pastor’s life and conduct. In
the eyes of his fellow Christians, a pastor must be “above reproach,” and he must
“have a good reputation with outsiders.” Though all Christians should strive for this
qualification, it should be present to an even greater degree in the lives of those the
church calls as its public servants. Some specific areas in which the pastor is to be
above reproach are mentioned by Paul.
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“The husband of but one wife” points to being above reproach in his sexual life.
Those who repent of fornication and adultery are forgiven and continue as members
of God’s family. They are, however, no longer “blameless” as a qualification for
public service.
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“Not given to drunkenness” eliminates anyone who cannot control his use of
intoxicating beverages or other drugs that are destructive of body and mind.
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“Not a lover of money.” The greedy pastor serves another master besides the Lord:
He may succumb to the temptation of “pursuing dishonest gain.”
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“Temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable” are some positive
characteristics that contribute to being blameless in his person.
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Among the qualifications that Paul lists are skills the pastor, or public servant,
needs because of the nature of his assignment. These may be natural abilities he
possesses or skills he has acquired through training and experience. Basic is “able to
teach,” and that includes being able to learn. Paul instructs Timothy: “The things you
have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will
also be qualified to teach others” (2 Timothy 2:2). God tells the church to educate
those it intends to call. The people it trains are to be “reliable,” which includes having
the ability to learn and apply what is learned. The goal of the training is to make them
capable, reliable preachers and teachers, or communicators. Of prime importance is
the subject matter: the gospel, or the divine Word of Truth God spoke through Paul
and the other inspired writers. Being reliable also means that “he must hold firmly to
the trustworthy message as it has been taught.” That will enable the pastor to
“encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it” (Titus 1:9). Thus,
ministerial education must have a high priority in a church body’s program and
budget. Then its congregations can be assured of pastors and teachers who are “able
to teach” as God would have it done.
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Managerial skill is another of the pastor’s qualifications. This involves working
with people, helping them function together in an orderly and peaceful manner. What
may reveal the presence or absence of this skill? Paul wrote to Timothy: “He must
manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect.
(If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of
God’s church?)” (1 Timothy 3:4,5). He must be “a man whose children believe and
are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient” (Titus 1:6).
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Paul mentions further qualifications that may also contribute toward being an able
teacher and administrator: “not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome” (1 Timothy 3:3),
“self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined” (Titus 1:8).
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During the calling process, a congregation will listen carefully as the Lord speaks
of the qualifications he looks for in a public minister. Not everyone will have these in
equal measure. The congregation may determine which are of special importance in
its situation. In any case, “hold[ing] firmly to the trustworthy message” and the
“ability to teach” must have the highest priority.
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How and where will a congregation find someone with the necessary qualifications?
It will appreciate the help of the synodical advisor, who will propose people who are
properly trained and have the needed qualifications.
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At the call meeting, one of the members raised further questions. “For how long a
term are we calling the new pastor? Wouldn’t it be advisable to try him out for a year?
If we like him, we can extend the call for a longer time.” However, the congregation
was not just hiring someone to do a job to their liking; through the congregation the
Lord is calling someone to serve according to his liking. If the pastor were called for a
year, he would be tempted to try to be popular so he would be reelected. He might
become a servant of men rather than of God (Galatians 1:10). Since a vicar is
available for only one year, he receives a one-year call. A vacancy pastor is called for
only the duration of the vacancy. A permanent pastor should receive a permanent call,
that is, one without a fixed time of service.
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Duties and accountability

A list of duties outlining the responsibilities of everyone who is called into the

public ministry does not exist. Even Paul was not called to do everything that may-be



included in a pastor’s or missionary’s call. He says, “Christ did not send me to baptize”
(1 Corinthians 1:17). The duties of those who serve will differ according to the needs
of a congregation. Not all pastors have the same duties in every congregation,
especially when there is more than one pastor in the congregation. The calling body
will state in each case what is expected in the type of ministry to which it calls.
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In assigning duties, a congregation will not ask a woman to assume duties that
require her to serve in a way that is not in agreement with her created role as a “helper”
(Genesis 2:7,18,22). A congregation will not call her to a position where she would
“have authority over a man” (1Timothy 2:12), where she would not “be in submission,
as the Law says” (1 Corinthians 14:34). The primary example of this would be to ask
her to serve as pastor of a congregation. On the other hand, the church is pleased to
have her serve in positions for which she may be especially qualified, such as that of
teaching children, or counseling teenagers, mothers, wives, or widows.!
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The calling congregation or group also has responsibilities. Paul reminds the
Corinthians that “men ought to regard us as servants of Christ” (1 Corinthians 4:1).
The called servants are not just hired help. Thus, “the elders who direct the affairs of
the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching
and teaching” (1 Timothy 5:17). This is not simply to honor a called servant
personally for work well done, but it is to glorify and praise the Lord whom he serves.
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God also expects that “those who preach the gospel should receive their living from
the gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:14). Paul uses the example of the plowman and thresher
who do their work in the hope of sharing in the harvest. “If we have sown spiritual
seed among you, is it too much if we reap a material harvest from you?” (}
Corinthians 9:11). The spiritual seed, the gospel in Word and sacraments, howevery is
always a free gift from God. Nothing material, the salary and benefits paid to the



pastor, can purchase these blessings or serve as a repayment for them. Luther writes:
“Because this stupendous and incalculable gift cannot be administered except by men
who need food and clothing, it is necessary to nourish and support them. This,
however, is not payment for the gift; it is payment for the service and the work.”%? In
this way a congregation may show “double honor” toward those who serve it with the
Lord’s priceless spiritual blessings.
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Since the congregation assigns its pastor’s duties and pays his salary, the question
may arise: To whom is he accountable? The painter whom the congregation hires is
accountable to the congregation for his work. What about those in the public ministry?
They are “servants of Christ.” As such, Paul says, “It is the Lord who judges me” (1
Co-inthians 4:4). The pastor you call to your congregation is accountable primarily
to the Lord. To forget this is to forget that the Lord called him. To forget this is to
make him simply a servant of man.

M A AR FAOM LS AR IR DT, RSO R H K, I 2 XA A ]
8] . Al HE TTE ? Fos AR E R L, BRd ) AR Bex . RLEAE
ARF LN ERENE? AT B F". Fre, RPU0E: <EH KK
W5k (GIRZHTH 4: 4) o ROV A RSO, 5 562X B s,
BiCX A, A% TEIC V& EWIFE VRPN, Bl A, B i
BN T NI

Scripture speaks of your pastor as your leader, “who spoke the word of God to you”
(Hebrews 13:7). It tells Christians, “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority”
(verse 17). Your pastor has authority and can expect obedience from his members, but
this does not make him a dictator. He cannot, for instance, demand that the
congregation build a church according to a plan he has chosen, or have its services at
the time he decides. He can expect obedience only when he speaks the Word of God.
Such obedience, then, is not to a human being, but to God, to whom the pastor is also
accountable.
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But is the pastor in no way accountable to the congregation through whom the Lord
called him? Indeed he is, but in a secondary way. Paul commended the Bereans for
holding him accountable for what he preached. They “examined the Scriptures every
day to see if what Paul said was true” (Acts 17:11). No congregation may permit its
pastor to preach or practice contrary to God’s Word. A congregation also has the
God-given responsibility to act when a called servant no longer is “blameless,” no
longer is “able to teach,” or does not “hold firmly to the trustworthy message.” If a
pastor, or any called worker, is guilty of immoral conduct or teaching false doctrine,
or if there is evident unfaithfulness and incompetence, a congregation may need to
terminate his call. In doing this, the congregation in effect also holds him accountable
to God.
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Ordination/ Installation

The pastor you called was a graduate from the seminary. He wrote a letter to your
congregation stating that he was accepting your call as a call from the Lord. The
pastor who served you during the interim announced that your new pastor would be
ordained and installed in an evening service two weeks from Sunday. That is when he
would begin his work in your congregation.

%L, R

PRATTRIT R 3 R AT A D 2 B RN o AR RS S T — 35, Uit
FEZARTHIRE A, FRALH g b2 T R B o S P R AT T b 1) Il A5 2 i
AT, ARITRGETBON 2 4% 5, A8 5 H P9 J5 R R R AR gt ER . R sk
e HTUM T AR AL VRAT] B 2o IR AR R A A%

The installation reminded you of the inauguration of a president or governor
because it marks the time at which the elected or called person begins public service.
In the case of the pastor, he at this time promises to conduct his ministry faithfully
according to the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions. The congregation accepts
him as the called servant of Christ, and it is reminded of its duties toward him. The
ceremony includes the laying on of hands in prayer. Thus, the ceremony serves to
acknowledge the fitness of the person and the validity of the call that has been
extended and accepted.
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Since your new pastor was a candidate from the seminary entering upon his first
call, he was ordained and installed. By ordaining him, the church body of which your
congregation is a member officially declares him properly trained and qualified to
assume the public ministry to which he has been called. He is now listed among its
ordained personnel.
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This ceremony with the laying on of hands, whether we call it ordination or
installation, follows a custom that is briefly described in the New Testament. The
seven deacons, Paul and Barnabas as world missionaries, and Timothy as Paul’s
assistant, began their ministries with a ceremony that included the laying on of hands
(Acts 6:6; 13:3; 1 Timothy 4:14). However, no command in Scripture makes
ordination or installation or the laying on of hands a divinely prescribed ceremony.
The call, as described earlier, establishes the pastor-congregation relationship.
Ordination/installation is a ceremony that, in a fitting and orderly manner, marks the
beginning of the called person’s new ministry.
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Roman Catholicism calls ordination the Sacrament of Holy Orders, and only a
bishop may perform this sacrament, continuing what is called “apostolic succession.”
By means of this “sacrament,” the bishop appoints an individual as priest and
permanently empowers him to perform priestly functions such as celebrating mass, in
which, according to Roman Catholic doctrine, the priest changes bread and wine into
the body and blood of Christ. Thus, by virtue of ordination, the priest has this
permanent position in the church.
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We sum up the biblical doctrine in contrast to Rome’s teaching:

1. Ordination is not a sacrament, but a church cere-mony.

2. Not ordination, but a divine call places an individual into the public
ministry.



3. Not through the bishop via “apostolic succession,” but through a group of
Christians or a congregation, the Lord calls an individual Christian into
the public ministry.

4. Not papal authority and church traditions, but only the inspired Scriptures
must be the source for all teachings regarding the public ministry. Since
ordination and installation are not commanded or prohibited in Scripture,
the church may in Christian freedom determine the purpose and use of
this rite in the interest of good order.
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How gratefully the church will receive those the Lord gives as its public servants!
How prayerfully and conscientiously congregations will go about calling their
shepherds and servants, knowing that it is the Lord in fact who is calling through them!
How faithfully those who have been called will serve, aware that they are accountable
to their gracious Savior, the Head of the church! In all things we must do his will and
seek his glory.
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10 .The Ministry: What is the difference?

10. L. XHIRHA?

Traditionally, when the word minister was used in a congregation or church body,
it referred to the pastor. If someone said, “I am studying for the ministry,” it meant he
was studying to become a parish pastor. In recent decades the use of the words
minister and ministry has been changing. Minister no longer is identified solely with
pastor. Ministry, especially when it is used without the definite article the, may refer
to a variety of services provided by Christians. “All Christians are ministers and
involved in ministry” is the way this is expressed. To avoid confusion, both in our
thinking and practice, some distinctions that have already been noted in previous
chapters should be emphasized. That is the purpose of this final chapter on the
church’s ministry.
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Terminology

We note again the distinction between personal ministry and public ministry. The
Lord is not speaking to the one and excluding the other when he says, “Make
dis-ciples of all nations.” He did not entrust the one with the proclamation of the
gospel and leave out the other. He gave the gospel equally to all to believe and speak.
All equally have been entrusted with the means of grace, the gospel in Word and
sacrament. Those in the public sministry are certainly not better Christians than the
rest, nor do they constitute an elite group in God’s family. The Lord calls all believers
priests and kings who are to “declare the praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9). In all of this there is no difference
between personal and public -ministry.
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The difference becomes evident in the added terms personal and public. Both
personal and public ministers minister, or serve. The former ministers on a personal
level as an individual Christian. The latter ministers in a designated office in the name
of the public, that is, their fellow Christians, through whom the Lord has called them
to this public service. The following examples illustrate this distinction.
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Tom hears that his friend Jim is in the hospital, awaiting serious surgery. As a
concerned fellow Christian, he visits Jim, speaks a word of encouragement from
Scripture, and prays with him for the Lord’s help and blessing. Later, Pastor Smith
visits Jim, brings him the comfort of Scripture, prays with him, and gives him private
Communion. Pastor Smith does this, not just as a personal friend and fellow Christian,
but in the name of the congregation that called him to use the means of grace in its
behalf. Through him the congregation is serving Jim. Tom carried out his personal
ministry; Pastor Smith, the public ministry to which he had been called.
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Al conducts devotions regularly with his family. He reads from the Scriptures and
leads his family in prayer. This is his personal ministry in action. Pastor Smith
conducts a service: reading Scripture, preaching, and leading the congregation in
prayer. The entire congregation as well as visitors are invited to this service. He is
doing this for the congregation that called him to this public ministry, in their behalf.
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Jane is always watching when a new family moves into her neighborhood. Within a
few days she stops in to extend a hearty welcome to the new family and inquire about
their church membership. Upon hearing that they are looking for a church where their
children can go to Sunday school, she tells them about her congregation and about
how her children hear about the Savior in Sunday school, and she invites them to seng
their children. This is her personal ministry in action. She informs Pastor Smith abeut



this new family, and he also visits them. He tells them more about the congregation
and the Bible information class he will begin within several weeks. He visits them as
the called pastor of the congregation. This is part of his public ministry.
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Thus, in our personal ministry we function in our homes, in the world, and in the
church on a personal level. In the public ministry a Christian serves as representative
of the church and for the church’s edification. He is serving in this public manner
because the Lord through the church called him to do so. The specific call to public
service distinguishes between the two.
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Sometimes the terms pastoral ministry and lay ministry, or clergy and laity, are
used to distinguish between the two. This can, however, be misleading. The term
clergy does not include all who are in the public ministry. It refers generally only to
parish pastors, or those who have been formally ordained, including the thought that
they serve on a full-time basis. On the other hand, the term lay ministry may be
applied to lay members who actually serve in public ministry, although on a limited
basis. The following examples illustrate this.
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Tom, a lay member of the congregation, has been elected to the board of elders. As
such he is asked to visit the Larsens, who seldom attend the worship services. Jim, a
neighbor to the Larsens, has personally talked with them about their attendance, but
without success. Now Tom, as a member of the congregation’s board of elders, shows
the congregation’s concern. He is going, not only as a personal friend or concerned
individual, but in behalf of the congregation. While Jim was carrying out his personal
ministry, Tom’s visit is part of the congregation’s public ministry.

BB — A, MOSWHERAKZ S, Fithpi sk
ROTPLARYT, — MR RSINETEAGEIN . F R R AR A E, Ml 22
NEATRE T MIESOFRFE, ERAEAM 7. I, FARSKES



HIR Y, IR T #s R . B RTAE, ADURAE A NI ACEE S A TE]
HIRIR, BRI R B A~ AFE T — 7.

Mary, a mother of two, teaches her children to pray and reads Bible stories to them.
This is her personal ministry. She is asked to teach a class in the congregation’s
Sunday school. She accepts this call from the congregation, and as she carries out this
assignment, she is involved in public ministry.
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Since Tom and Mary are laypersons, their public service sometimes is called lay
ministry. They were not serving as pastors. On the other hand, what they did in their
homes or in their personal ministry may also be referred to as lay ministry. Thus this
term is inexact and can be misunderstood.

WESR 17 G AN F TN A2 @ E AE, AR ATT I 2 AR IR S I A e B oy S 46 L
(lay ministry; B33 XS HIERCE T o AT ZE B RAE
Fah, A E S BT, B A AT NIRRT DA AR T E e T
BRI, XA ARIEA R I 2HGH, I B AT RER i

Similarly, the teacher or principal in the Lutheran elementary school is not called a
clergyman, even though his assignment in the public ministry is full-time like the
pastor’s. Yet he also is not considered to be a layman. He does not fit into either the
clergy or lay ministry category. Thus these terms are not useful in distinguishing
between personal and public ministry. Lay ministry is ambiguous as to its meaning;
clergy is too restrictive to be used for the public ministry.
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Distinctions within the public ministry

As discussed in a previous chapter, we may distinguish also among the various
forms of the public ministry. One distinction we can make is between full-time and
part-time public ministries. On the one hand, full-time assignments usually have a
broad scope of responsibilities and require extensive training. Among these the most
common are pastors, teachers, professors, missionaries, and administrators. As the
needs of the church require, it may add staff ministers, youth and evangelism
ministers, and the like, who are asked to serve full-time.
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On the other hand, part-time assignments are usually more limited in scope and
require less specialized training. Examples of these are the members of the board/of



elders and church council, Sunday school teachers, organists, choir directors,
members of a congregation’s evangelism committee, and assistants at the distribution
of Holy Communion.
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All of these are forms of the public ministry. The congregation called these workers
to serve in their name, on their behalf. But not all have been called to the same service.
In each case the call determines how that person is to serve and distinguishes one
person’s service from another’s. Some are given more authority than others. The
pastor’s call carries with it preaching, teaching, and administrative responsibilities for
the entire congregation. A principal’s call makes him responsible for the Lutheran
elementary school, while a teacher’s call assigns a certain class to him or her. An
elder may be called to the limited service of helping distribute Holy Communion.
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For the sake of good order, the call also outlines the relationships between those
who serve the congregation. Some are called to lead and direct and are given the
necessary authority, while others may be called to serve under them. It is clear that a
teacher must serve under the principal, and the elder under the pastor. Scripture calls
on Christians to “obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch
over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a
joy, not a burden” (Hebrews 13:17). This does not set up a dictatorship or a hierarchy
of power. Those holding positions of responsibility are not to lord it over God’s flock
entrusted to them. They all are servants under Christ Jesus, their head, and are subject
to him and his Word.
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Another distinction that is made among those in the public ministry is based on the
rite of ordination. Some ministers, such as pastors, have been ordained; others, such
as teaching ministers, traditionally have not been ordained. We already discussed
ordination and its significance as a church rite not instituted by God. Since the call
and not ordination places an individual into the public ministry, ordination does not
grant responsibility, power, or privilege in the church that are not inherent in the call.



Governments may, however, make distinctions between ordained and nonordained
ministers, granting certain tax privileges to the former.

T MEIREE 2 AT T8 F] LR IX 73 B I, 23k T n A 2251
—UERF NG, WM, ARSI AN, WS HFE L, Ea B R A
HALH . BATEE TR N ST, Rl N— 2 adle, maE L rm
B o BEAREME A, MARHZ AR — D ANE T ARF LS, A%
SEAX AR T FHAE B e Th i, BLEIFARIRE A o[BG B DT B BB
SN, BUR ] DAMERR T IR 53R T IR Z THHLE X B, JF4 TRTE A
(ENIETR SR



Distinguishing between equipping for personal and public ministry

When you joined Trinity congregation, you learned much from the pastor’s
sermons. They spoke to your conscience and exposed sins you ignored or sought to
hide and forget. But above all, the pastor comforted your troubled conscience and led
you to the Lord Jesus. As the pastor spoke God’s Word to you, you heard the Lord
Jesus assuring you, “Your sins are forgiven. I give you eternal life.” In various ways
your pastor carried out his assignment to be a shepherd of “the church of God, which
he bought with his own blood” (Acts 20:28). Your faith was nourished with the Bread
of Life, your thirst was quenched with the Water of Life. You thanked God for the
pastor, the shepherd, he gave you. Your pastor was carrying out the Lord’s will, for he
says to those who are called as pastors: “Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under
your care” (1 Peter 5:2).
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You learned something else from the pastor’s sermons. In many sermons the
message and the application encouraged you and equipped you for your personal
ministry. You were shown how you could serve your fellow Christians and how you
should bring up your children “in the training and instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians
6:4). Your personal ministry of telling others about Jesus was frequently emphasized.
In other ways your pastor and teachers followed the Lord’s directive to them “to
prepare God’s people for works of service” (Ephesians 4:12). In Bible class you
studied what the Bible says about parenting. You were invited to learn more about
evangelism, about telling friends and neighbors about Jesus. The church through its
called servants was equipping you for your personal ministry.
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Then you were asked to teach one of the Sunday school classes as public service
for your congregation. You said: “I don’t really know how to do this.” You were told:
“You can attend special training sessions before you begin, and we’ll have regular
Sunday school teachers meetings.” Thus the congregation will equip those members



who are called into some form of public service, as we noted above. The Lord does
not expect any Christian to do anything for which he or she is not equipped. The Lord,
of course, gives natural gifts, more than we often realize and are ready to use. But he
also tells the church to equip Christians for the service to which it calls them. This is
particularly true of those who are called into the full-time public ministry. Extensive
training is important to qualify individuals to serve as pastors and missionaries and as
teachers and professors. We again remember the words of Paul to Timothy: “The
things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable
men who will also be qualified to teach others” (2 Timothy 2:2). Those who have
received such training and are eligible for a call into the full-time public ministry are
referred to as candidates for the preaching or teaching ministry. Until they receive a
call, they remain laypersons, but their training does set them apart from others who
may not be considered qualified for such full-time public service.
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Thus, the church may make many distinctions among the servants of God. The
distinction between personal and public ministry is one to which the Scripture leads
us. In Christian liberty, the church for the sake of good order has made and may make
further distinctions. All, however, must be done in the interest of its gospel mission to
the glory of God.
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Conclusion to Part 111
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“I’'m only a layperson. I can’t talk to strangers about Jesus. We called our pastor to
do that.” “We don’t have time for devotions at home. Besides, I’'m not good at that.
We send our children to Christian day school. The teachers take care of religion for
our children.” “The congregation asked me to help the pastor distribute Holy
Communion. | thought only pastors could do that.”
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In the family of God, who is to do the work? Who is to serve? Who are ministers?
There is really only one answer to those questions: all who are children of God, all
Christians; each according to the gifts and call of the Lord.
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All who have been brought to faith have a personal ministry in which they carry out
the Lord’s will to be his witnesses. What a blessing when every Christian reaches out
in love to brothers and sisters in Christ and to those outside God’s family to bring
them in! What a blessing to the church when all serve according to the Lord’s will!
The sick will be visited, the troubled comforted, sinners brought to repentance,
children trained, the gospel spread, unbelievers invited, the Lord ever worshiped. The
Lord is praised and the church is blessed when God’s people care for and serve one
another and their neighbors in personal ministry.
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What blessings the Lord has in mind by establishing among his people the public
ministry of the Word! May the family of God thank the ascended Head of the church
for its faithful pastors, dedicated professors and teachers, able administrators, indeed
for all who serve in the various forms of the public ministry. Let all in the church, in
its congregations and synods, remember that those “who direct the affairs of the
church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching
and teaching” (1 Timothy 5:17). Thus, the Lord, who has called them, is praised.
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In closing

The church is the family of God. We Christians are this family, united by a
common faith in the only Savior from sin, the holy Son of God, the Lord Jesus.
G5iE

e Eaa . FATXEEBERAX DK, BIHEILFEREM, £
—HAEIRAF MR B L T RERER R S oy —

As God’s family, we have a mission, given by our Lord and head. “Go! Reach out!
Gather my elect into my family of believers. Preach the gospel, through which I make
people wise for salvation.” As God’s family, we have a ministry. As believers, we
serve and are served. We are served as the Lord gives us public servants to nurture
our faith with the gospel, to inspire Christian living, and to equip us for service. In
response to being served, we use our gifts to serve one another in love, serving all
people as the Lord gives opportunity in his created world.
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